1 a 


NOVEMBER, 1992 VOLUME 14, NUMBER 9 a = 


rT, 


AND THE 


KEITH JACKSON, 
is the Official Centennial Commemorative Video Collection. Three exciting video 
volumes—highlight and pratt the Greatest Coach, Players and Plays of Alabama 
football’s rich, one-hundred year tradition. This very 
special, three volume set will be a treasured addition 
to the video library of every Crimson Tide fan. 


The perfect gift at $59.95 plus tax and P/H. 
© COPYRIGHT 1992, BY CENTENNIAL MARKETING 


Who can tell you more about 
the Crimson Tide than ‘BAMA ? 


TRSIDE THE CRIMEON TOE, 


But he doesn't publish 10 magazines and 14 newsletters a year 


V ~ V; 


* Recruiting 
¢ Players and 
players-to-be 


* Coaches 
+ Tide Tradition 
- All Sports 
* The story behind 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE the story 
Covering Alabama football since 1979 
10 full-color magazines (August through May), IREAT GIFT IDEA! 
14 newsletters (mailed first class after each football game) G 
| __ YES, I want "BAMA. I enclose $35 (Alabama residents add $2 1 
| sales tax) for 10 magazines and 14 newsletters. Overseas add $10. GIFT TO: | 
N 
__— Payment enclosed VISA ___ MasterCard as 
Card # Exp. Address Day Phone 
| Signature H 
{ City State zp 
PLEASE PRINT 
GIFT TO: 
To: Name 
Name 
| Address DayPhone | 
| Address Day Phone | 
City State zip 
City State ziP 
GIFT FROM: 
__ Please check if renewal Name H 
1 1 
| Make check payable to: "BAMA Magazine i 
P.O. Box 6104 Address Day Phone 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
(205) 345-5074 
City State zip 
300 


V P.O, Box 6104 
I} Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


‘BAMA Holline 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


1-900-860-1979 


Charge is 
$2 for first minute, _ 
$1 each additional minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone | 
All charges will be billed by AT&T 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily football updates (Selection 2) each day of Tide practices 
and games 
Weekly football updates by 7 p.m. each Sunday (Selection 3) 
Uppates ON ALL BAMA Sports 
by 7 p.m. central time Sunday 
(Selection 4) 
RECRUITING INFORMATION 
by 7 p.m. central time Sunday (Selection 5) 
NATIONAL SCORES AND UPDATES 
. (Selection 6) 


A service of ‘Bama Magazine, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


Editorial & Staff 


Directory 

Publisher: Lynne McNair 

Editor: Kirk McNair 

Photo Editor: Barry Fikes 

Artist: Dan Proctor 

Circulation Director: Mary Ellen Palardy 
Publisher's Assistant: Vera Dowdle 
Promotions Director: Mort Jordan 


Contributing Writers: John Barnes, 
Barbara Butler, Jimmie Cummings, 
Tommy Deas, Brad Edwards, 

Rush Garner, Becky Hopf, Julia McNair, 
Donald F. Staffo, Rob Woodruff 


Contributing Photographers: Wade 
Collins, Kent Gidley, Paul Hultberg, 
Spectrum-Southeast, University of 
Alabama 

Computer Consultant: Stephen Bushery, 
ComSouth 


Publishing Information 
"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is 
published monthly for ten months from 
August to May by College Sports 
Publications, Inc., 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. Editorial of- 
fice is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of ad- 
dress to "BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIM- 
SON TIDE, P.O. Box 6104, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104. 
Second class postage paid at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 
Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. 
Foreign subscriptions $10.00 per addition- 
al. Change of address: Six weeks advance 
notice, and old address as well as new re- 
quired. Address all correspondence to: 
Post Office Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35486-6104. Not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts or photographs 
unless accompanied by return postage. 
Copyright © 1992 College Sports 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

A MEMBER OF 


weSPq 


SPORTS 


National Collegiate Sports Publications Association 


MEMBER 


CS ARM. 

| Colkegiate Soares: / Alani Network 

610 S. McDonough St., Montgomery, AL 36104 
(205) 834-8802 / FAX (205) 263-0407 


7 *BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER '92 


NOVEMBER, 1992 VOLUME 14, NUMBER 9 


"BAMA 


VAT WT 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


On the cover: Derrick Oden has im- 
proved in every aspect since coming to 
Alabama. This year he is a co-captain of 


CONTENTS peasants "hess crs 


j 


Page 14 


Page 16 


2 


Page 23 


Freshmen Tiders: 

It’s Never Too Early To Help 6 
Although conventional wisdom had it that this 's freshman class would not be called on too 
much for football help, a handful of first year Tiders are playing for the nationally-ranked Tide. 


And there are good ones coming up for the future. by Rush Garner 
Derrick Oden: 
He Loves Game. . .And Winning 12 


Alabama linebacker Derrick Oden didn't have to go far physically to Alabama, just across town 
from Tuscaloosa’s Hillcrest High School. But the Tide defensive captain has come a long way asa 


player and a person. by John Barnes 
Kevin Lee: 
Speed + Work = Improvement 14 


Kevin Lee may be Alabama's fastest football player, but there was a time when he was considered 
questionable as a receiver. Lee has worked hard to be as good as he is fast and the result is a 


steady performer at split end. by Donald F. Staffo 
Basketball Outlook: 
Unknowns Big In Figuring Tide 16 


It is somewhat surprising that Alabama's 1992-93 basketball team is being mentioned in national 
pre-season polls since so few experienced players return. New Bama Head Coach David Hobbs 
considers it a tribute to what Alabama's program has done over the years. However, the talent 


cupboard is not bare. by Kirk McNair 
Women’s Basketball: 
Tide Will Be Running Again 20 


Alabama's women's basketball team has made giant strides under Coach Rick Moody. Although 
this year's team will be much younger than last year's squad that went to the NCAA Tournament, 


big things are expected because of the talent level. by Becky Hopf 
Prep Prospects: 
State Has Top Quarterbacks 23 


The second "BAMA report on high school football prospects looks at the skill position players in 
the state of Alabama. It is an unusual year in Alabama in that the state boasts two nationally 
ranked quarterbacks. Quarterbacks and running backs are high priority for the Tide this recruiting 
season. by Tommy Deas 


Basketball Prospects: 

Tide Searching Out Of State 30 
New Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs is going after his first recruiting class, and all 
indications are that Bama is doing most of its searching out of Alabama. Bama’s name has been 
linked with high school and junior college prospects. The signing period begins November 11. 

by Kirk McNair 


The Departments 
Scorecard 4 
Football Opponents’ Results 32 


NOVEMBER '92/"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 3 


B AIMASCORECARD 


All-Star Candidates 

This is the time of year when college 
sports information departments begin 
sending out information to the voters for 
various all-star teams and honors. It is no 
surprise that Alabama Sports Information 
Director Larry White is able to nominate a 
number of Crimson Tide football players 
for these honors. 

It will be among the biggest upsets in all- 
star voting if the Tide's two defensive ends, 
seniors Eric Curry and John Copeland, are 
not named at least All-Southeastern 
Conference. While both may be worthy of 
All-America selection, it is unlikely both will 
earn that honor and the fact the Tide has 
two nominees may result in neither earning 
first team All-America on some voters’ bal- 
lots. However, Curry probably ranks as the 
All-America favorite because he is a semifi- 
nalist for the Rotary Lombardi Award, pre- 
sented to the man selected the nation’s 
best lineman. The winner will be an- 
nounced at a black tie dinner in Houston 
December 3, which will be attended by the 
four finalists. Bama’s Cornelius Bennett 
won the award in 1986, Other former 
Tiders who have been finalists are John 
Hannah (1972), E.J. Junior (1980) and 
Derrick Thomas (1981). 

Other 1992 Alabama players on the list 
of nominees for all-star teams are senior 
tailback Derrick Lassic, sophomore wide 
receiver David Palmer, junior center Tobie 
Sheils, senior inside linebacker Derrick 
Oden, senior outside linebacker Antonio 
London, junior outside linebacker 
Lemanski Hall, senior cornerback George 
Teague and junior cornerback Antonio 
Langham. 


Basketball Rankings 

Host Communications, which is involved 
with a number of Southeastern Conference 
schools {including Alabama), as well as the 
SEC, in publishing and radio, has produced 
its sixth annual preseason basketball annu- 
al, SEC Basketball Preview. The maga- 
zine picks Alabama to finish fifth in the six- 
team Western Division of the SEC. Bama’s 
James Robinson is picked to be a first team 
All-SEC performer. 

The magazine picks Auburn first in the 
West, followed by Mississippi State, 
Arkansas, LSU, Alabama and Ole Miss. In 
the Eastern Division it picks Kentucky, fol- 
lowed by Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, 
Vanderbilt and South Carolina. Other pre- 
season All-SEC performers are Allan 
Houston of Tennessee, Jamal Mashburn of 
Kentucky, Joe Harvell of Ole Miss and 
Chuck Evans of Mississippi State. 

On the women's side, the magazine 
picks Alabama third. The women's picks 
are 1. Tennessee, 2. Vanderbilt, 3. 
Alabama, 4. Georgia, 5. Auburn, 6. 
Florida, 7. Ole Miss, 8. South Carolina, 9. 
Mississippi State, 10, LSU, 11. Kentucky 
and 12. Arkansas. Alabama sophomore 
Niesa Johnson is preseason All-SEC, while 
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Tide freshman Yolanda Watkins is picked 
to be Newcomer of the Year. 

Associate publisher of the magazine is 
former Alabama Assistant Sports 
Information Director J.D. Rutledge. 


Fall Baseball 

Because college athletics must take place 
during the school year, baseball, the sum- 
mer game, begins in February, before pro- 
fessional baseball teams even begin spring 
training. For that reason, baseball's equiva- 
lent of spring training is in the fall, teams 
allowed one month of practice. Because 
exhibition games in the fall are no longer 
allowed, teams have a number of in- 
trasquad games to polish skills and com- 
pete for positions. 

Alabama's fall practice, which ended in 
mid-October, opened with 71 players and 
ended with 44, the 44 who will make up 
the squad when workouts resume in 
January. 

Alabama Head Coach Barry 
Shollenberger said he was very pleased 
with the potential of the Tide. He specifi- 
cally mentioned pitcher Al Drumheller, 
outfielder Brad Oliver (the son of Tide 
Assistant Football Coach Bill Oliver), out- 
fielder Jeff Laubenthal and third baseman 
Jerry Shelton. 


Recruiting Rankings 

The good news for Alabama Head 
Baseball Coach Barry Shollenberger is that 
his 1992 recruiting class was ranked 
among the nation’s best by Collegiate 
Baseball magazine. The bad news is that 
Bama is ranked 18th and four 
Southeastern Conference teams are 
ranked ahead of the Tide. Tennessee is 
ranked third, LSU fifth, Arkansas 11th and 
Mississippi State 15th. Florida was also 
ranked, listed as having the nation’s 30th 
best baseball recruiting class. The new 
class of Seminoles baseball players at 
Florida State is considered to be the na- 
tion’s best by the magazine. 


Tide Women On Television 

The Alabama women’s basketball team 
will make its first national television ap- 
pearance this season. Two of Coach Rick 
Moody's Crimson Tide team's games have 
been selected for telecast. Bama’s 
February 17 game at Auburn will be 
broadcast on ESPN on a tape-delayed 
basis at noon, February 22, while the 
Tide's game at Florida on January 3 will 
be carried by the Florida Sunshine 
Network. The Bama women have made 
five previous television appearances, twice 
on Sportschannel America and the Florida 
Sunshine Network and once on 


SportSouth. 


Tide Press Guide 

The Alabama Basketball Media Guide 
ty bs ordered for $8 by sending a check 
to The University of Alabama and mailing 


it to Basketball Press Guide, P.O. Box 
870391, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. 


Hosting To Boast About 

Alabama's men's golf and tennis teams 
were to host two of the premier fall events 
in their spots in the final week of October. 
The men’s golf team hosted the Jerry Pate 
National Intercollegiate at Shoal Creek in 
Birmingham. Ten of the nation's top 12 
teams (including 12th ranked Alabama) 
were in the 14-team field, as were many of 
the nation’s top individual players, who 
star for those highly-rated teams. 

Former Tide golf star Jerry Pate, who 
was a National Amateur Champion while 
playing at Bama in 1974, as well as 
United States Open Champion among his 
numerous professional titles, sponsored 
the tournament. Shoal Creek was the site 
of the 1984 and 1990 PGA 
Championships, as well as the 1986 U.S. 

jateur. 

The men's golf team was to host the 
third annual University of Alabama/ 
NorthRiver Collegiate Clay Court 
Invitational at NorthRiver Yacht Club 
October 30-November 1. The field of 16 
entered players included five of the na- 
tion's top seven ranked collegiate players. 


Golf Shootout 
Each year the Alabama and Auburn golf 
teams get together for a fund-raising tour- 
nament in which golfers who are fans of 
one team can be paired with either a golfer 
or staff member from that team. This 
ear's Alabama-Auburn Golf Shootout will 
e at Bent Brook Golf Course in 
Birmingham on Saturday, November 21. 
Registration will be at 9 a.m., a shotgun 
start at 11 a.m. Those interested in partici- 
pating should make up a foursome. The 
first 25 foursomes for each school are ac- 
cepted. The cost is $125 per player, with 
part a tax deductible donation. Checks 
should be made payable to Alabama Golf 
Gift Fund and mailed to Coach Dick 
Spybey, University of Alabama, P.O. Box 
40405, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404. 


Golf Award Winner 

Earlier this year it was announced that 
Alabama Head Golf Coach Dick Spybey 
had been named national college coach of 
the year for 1992 as Bama had the na- 
tion’s most improved golf team, finishing 
11th in the nation. 

In November, legendary Tide Golf 
Coach Conrad Rehling will be honored by 
the Professional Golf Association as he re- 
ceives the PGA of America’s highest 
award, the Horton Smith Award. Rehling, 
who coached at Bama 1971-88, will be 
honored at the PGA Awards Banquet in 
Philadelphia November 5-7. Rehling has 
remained active since retirement from 
Alabama, including developing the nation- 
al golf program for Special Olympics 
competition. 
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Championship Events 

While most Alabama followers are think- 
ing in terms of football championships, 
some other Crimson Tide athletes are 
looking at upcoming championship events. 

¢ Bama men's and women's cross 
country teams of Coach David Troy were 
to be in Lexington, Kentucky, November 2 
for the Southeastern Conference 
Championships. The district champi- 
onships will be in Greenville, South 
Carolina, November 14, while the NCAA 
meet will be November 23 in 
Bloomington, Indiana. 

Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed’s Alabama 
women's volleyball team will be in the SEC 
Championship tournament in Birmingham 
November 27-28. 


Hall Of Famers 

Three men with Crimson Tide back- 
grounds are among the seven-member 
class of 1993 inductees into the Alabama 
Sports Hall of Fame. In the modern cate- 
gory (since 1952), former Tide player and 
assistant coach Danny Ford, now a con- 
sulting coach at Arkansas, is the football 
inductee and former Bama Head Coach 
C. M. Newton, now director of athletics at 
Kentucky, is the basketball inductee. In the 
Old Timers category, for those who partic- 
ipated prior to 1951, Young Boozer, for- 
mer Bama football and baseball star, was 
selected. Other new inductees are former 
major league player and coach Alex 
Grammas in baseball, former Auburn track 
coach and former professional golf star 
Gardner Dickinson in the genera catego- 
ry, and former Negro League baseball star 
and Harlem Globetrotter basketball player 
Piper Davis in the Old Timers category. 

The 1993 induction banquet wll be at 
the Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center on 
February 27, 


Orange Bowl Reunion 

Alabama played only one football game 
in 1943. On January 1, 1943, the 
Crimson Tide came from a 14-point deficit 
to defeat Boston College, 37-21, in the 
Orange Bowl. The teams that played in 
that contest will be honored on the 50th 
anniversary of the game at this year's 
Orange Bowl game in Miami. 

Bama’s 1942 schedule was a sign of the 
times as it included games against 
Pensacola Naval Air Station and Georgia 
Naval Pre-Flight. The next season 
Alabama would not field a football team 
because of World War Il. The 1942 team 
was 8-3, all of the losses coming to 
Georgia beatie Eeorgis, Georgia Tech 
and Georgia Naval Pre-Flight. 

Some_19 members of that 1942 
Crimson Tide team are expected to attend 
the Orange Bowl this year. They are Al 
Alois, Joe Baker, Dave Brown, Herb 
Chapman, Joe Chorba, Ted Cook, Russ 
Craft, Joe Domnanovich, George Hecht, 
Bob Jenkins, Wheeler Leeth, Tony Leon, 
Ted McKosky, Jack McKewen, Norman 
Mosley, Russell Mosley, Mitch Olenski, 
Don Salls and John Staples. 


Centennial 
It's no secret that Alabama is not alone 
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in celebrating its 100th year of football in 
1992. Just in the Southeastern 
Conference centennials are in progress at 
Auburn, South Carolina and Georgia, And 
around the nation dozens of other colleges 
are celebrating 100th anniversaries of 
football, One of those is Maryland, and a 
highlight of the Terrapins’ celebration is its 
memory of one season, 1945. That was 
the year Paul Bryant became a head foot- 
ball coach, taking the Terps to a 6-2-1 
record, the first of his all-time record 323 
wins as a head coach. Terrapin Times, a 
publication covering Maryland athletics, re- 
cently had a long story on Bryant's year at 
Maryland with memories from many of the 
players on that 1945 team. 

One player on that team, Joe Drach, 
played in the first game Bryant coached 
and was in Memphis on December 29, 
1982, for the last game Bryant coached, 


Paterno’s Goal 

Penn State Head Football Coach Joe 
Paterno will probably finish this season 
with about 250 victories. He has said he's 
planning to coach through his 70th birth- 
day, six more years, at which time (if he 
maintains his average) he would be at 
about 300 victories. Would he try to hang 
on until about the year 2000 and go for 
former Alabama Coach Paul Bryant's 
record 323 wins? He has said he will not, 
that he will have chosen a successor prior 
to his last season in 1997, 


McKey Is Not Back 

Maybe it was wishful thinking, but in any 
event it was an error when we noted last 
month that among the returning players 
for Alabama's basketball team this year is 
center Derrick McKey. McKey will presum- 
ably return to the National Basketball 
Association this year and the returning 
center for Alabama is Cedric Moore. 


Tiders In NBA 
In addition to McKey, who plays for 


Seattle, Bama has six other former players 
on NBA rosters. They are Keith Askins 
(Miami), David Benoit (Utah), Robert 
Horry (Houston), Buck Johnson 
(Washington), Latrell Sprewell (Golden 
State) and Ennis Whatley (San Antonio), 


Horry Winning Fans 

It may not have been common knowl- 
edge, but the Houston Rockets’ selection 
of Bama's Robert Horry in the first round 
of last year’s NBA draft was not a popular 
pick, Houston fans booed the selection 
three months ago, But now Houston 
newspapers provide blowing reports of 
Horry in preseason work. In his first exhi- 
bition game Horry had 13 points and 
three rebounds and, according to the 
Houston Chronicle, “showed athletic abil- 
ity that Rockets fans haven't seen at the 
small forward position in years. . .[He] was 
a key part of the Rockets’ 114-104 win 
over Utah. . .[H]e got rave reviews. . .” 


Subscribers Fare Well 
Two "BAMA subscribers are doing quite 
well in the College Football Challenge con- 
test offered in the August issue. The con- 
test, which was offered in some 40 publi- 
cations similar to "BAMA and attracted 
thousands of entries nationwide, reached 
the halfway point recently. Of the top 10 
contestants at that point for the $5,000 
rand prize, two were "BAMA readers, 
Kenneth D. Culpe; Ret of Virginia, and 
Ronald A, Caruso of lew Jersey. 


Letters To The Editor 

From time-to-time we receive requests to 
revive the “Letters to the Editor” section of 
"BAMA, and that is something we are quite 
interested in doing. If you have a question, 
a comment, a complaint (with our publica- 
tion, not the goings-on in the athletics de- 
partment) etc, you would like to see in a 
“Letters to the Editor" section, send it to 
Kirk McNair, P.O, Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486, or FAX (205) 345-1260. 


“Thanks For The Memories” 


Coach Bryant’s Football Family 


organization which provides assistance for 
the families of former Crimson 


A fund-raising project of the Foundation is 
ja book of the memories of many of Coach 
Bryant’s former players, assistant coaches 
jand other associates. This 9x12 150- 
page, beautiully-bound volume featuring a 
gold metalique bust of Coach Bryant on 
the cover, is available only through the 
A" Club Foundation, There are over 200 
personal memories about Coach Bryant in 
this volume from the men who knew him 
land loved him best. 


In addition to the stirring memories of 
many of Alabama's football greats, the 
book includes dozens of rare photographs 
and an introductory biography of Coach 
Bryant written by "BAMA editor Kirk 
McNair. 


Two editions are available: The Standard 
with an embossed Alabama Crimson 
leatherette cover at $45 and the Deluxe 
with an embossed pigskin grained cover at 
$65. Prices include taxes and shipping. 


“Coach Bryant's Football Family” may 
be ordered by mail by writing “A” Club 
Foundation, P.O, Box 1961, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35403, or purchased at the office of 
Foundation President Tommy Brooker, 910. 
21st Ave., Tuscaloosa. Telephone (205) 
345-2345 for information. Be sure to in- 
clude your name and mailing address and a 
daytime telephone number. 


Freshmen Tiders: 


It’s Never Too Early 


by Rush Garner 


A handful of freshmen are 
contributing to success, 
and more help is coming 


't has been a while since Alabama fans 

have been able to wave a national 
championship banner. And if Alabama is 
to reassert itself as a perennial national 
title contender, then recruiting has to be 
at the core of the revival. 

With the first two Gene Stallings’ re- 
cruiting classes having more and more of 
an impact on Crimson Tide success, 
high hopes are held that the present 
freshmen will make a significant contri- 
bution as well. In 1992, five true fresh- 
men have seen playing time for the 
Crimson Tide. They are offensive guard 
Maurice Belser, tight end Kris Mangum, 
placekicker Michael Proctor, defensive 
back Eric Turner and linebacker John 
Walters, While one mark of a good sign- 
ing class may be the number of true 
freshmen who psy, a mark of a good 

rogram may be the number of true 
reshmen who can be withheld from play 
(redshirted) and thus have four more 
years in which to play. The truth insofar 
as Alabama's 1992 freshman class is 
concerned probably is somewhere in be- 
tween those two marks. 

“We want to bring it back to 
Alabama,” said Maurice Belser, a highly- 
touted offensive lineman from Cordova. 
And from the looks of this 6-2, 285- 
pound specimen, he means what he 
says. Belser is just one of the top-flight 
interior linemen the Crimson Tide land- 
ed in last February's recruiting class. 

It was obviously Stallings’ intention to 
get Alabama football back to the highest 
level on the broad shoulders of the men 
in the trenches. Linemen have been a 
feature of each of his three recruiting 
classes and one may logically expect that 
trend to continue. Since the key to any 
team is how it controls the line of scrim- 
mage, linemen have been a point of em- 
phasis in recruiting. 

Along with Belser, the class was 
strengthened by signing in-state standout 
linemen Jeremy Pennington (6-3, 270) 
of Vernon and John Causey (6-3, 260) 
of Hayneville. Pennington, a 
Birmingham News all-state pick, was 
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Last year, Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings was concerned about placekick- 
ing. Although he hasn't been perfect, 
freshman Michael Proctor has been very 


good. 


Barry Fikes Photo 


also named Gatorade Player of the Year 
for Alabama. Also in the playing plans 
for Alabama is offensive tackle Pete 
DiMario (6-5, 270) of Tuscaloosa, a 
1991 high school graduate who spent 
another year getting academically eligi- 
ble and signed with the Tide this year. 

Another product of Tuscaloosa County 
is center Dustin Wright (6-2, 270) of 
Northport. Wright had minor knee 
surgery last summer after being injured 
in preparation for the Alabama- 
Mississippi All-Star game. Although he is 
working out each day, complications 
from the surgery prevented him from 
practicing and he was an early redshirt 
selection. 

While linemen may be the most critical 
needs of a football team, it is also very 
difficult for a true freshman to play in 
the offensive line. As a result, it is more 
frequent for the so-called skill position 
players to make the earliest impacts. 

That is true for Alabama and the 1992 
signees on the Crimson Tide. 


To Help 


The most pivotal performance by a 
freshman could come from placekicker 
Michael Proctor. A Pelham native, he 
was considered the best kicking prospect 
in the nation last year and has already 
bolstered the Bama kicking game, which 
had been a point of real concern for 
Stallings throughout 1991. “I was curious 
to see how I would do in a game, and 
when I made the first one it got my confi- 
dence up,” Proctor said, “But I went 
through a stretch when I missed four of 
six, and what helped me the most was 
the older guys didn’t get down on me. 
They told me to keep my head up.” 

Another recruit earning his stripes quite 
early is linebacker John Walters of 
Richardson, Texas. Walters said, “The 
only way to prove yourself is to strap it on 
in practice and go full speed every day. 
As a freshman, it is up to you to catch the 
coaches’ eyes.” With his size, 6-2, 227, 
and his athleticism (30-inch vertical leap), 
Walters could be a force on defense in the 
near future. Earlier this year Stallings said 
Walters’ progress “has been outstanding. 
He's really going to be a fine football 
player. His motor runs fast. He has a lot 
of intensity. He was a little bit injured, but 
he would never say anything about it. 
He's a tough football player.” 

Another freshman receiving playing 
time is Eric Turner of Fort Payne, who 
came to Alabama as a running back, but 
is now playing in the secondary. Turner 
suffered a serious knee injury his senior 
year in high school and was more or less 
dropped from the recruiting lists put out 
by the self-styled experts. But coaches 
kept watching. Within two months of his 
surgery, Turner was back working out, 
hoping to play basketball. “I just wanted 
to show everyone I was all right,” he 
said, “Plus, I felt people (recruiters) were 
leaving me alone because of my knee.” 
His perseverance in recovery was instru- 
mental in Alabama offering him the last 
Crimson Tide scholarship of 1992. 

Turner, 6-1, 200, worked with the of- 
fense in the early preseason drills, but 
when fellow freshman Blair Canale, who 
had moved into the playing rotation at 
safety, suffered a season-ending knee in- 
jury, Turner was shifted to the defensive 
backfield. “At first I didn’t know what to 
think,” Tumer said, “but once I realized I 
was part of one of the best defensive 
squads in the nation, I began to enjoy it.” 

Canale, out of Christian Brothers High 
School in Memphis, is well on the road 
to recovery and figures into future 
Alabama secondary plans. He showed 
early that he is a big hitter and his 6-3, 
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190-size and speed make him the per- 
fect ‘ayia 

The fifth true freshman seeing playing 
time in his first year is tight end Kris 
Mangum, younger brother of former 
Bama defensive back John Mangum. 
Though younger, Kris is far from a little 
brother. He’s 6-5, 245. Although 
Mangum is listed as a tight end, and 
though he has seen limited action at that 
position when Bama is in a two-tight end 
blocking alignment, most of his playing 
time has been as a member of the special 
teams. “I just want to continue playing on 
special teams and when I do get a chance 
to play I want to contribute,” Mangum 
said. Mangum proved as a prep star at 
Magee, Mississippi, he has big play po- 
tential as he averaged about 16 yards per 
reception, producing a touchdown about 
every fifth time he touched the football. 


Siiinss has indicated in both Crimson 
Tide play and in recruiting that he is 


Freshman linebacker John Walters made 
an early impression on Alabama coaches 
with his tough, full speed play, and he 
hi jarned playing time on the special 
and as a backup inside linebacker. 
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essa is Saat Bryant. Information is wrapped 
around a superb rendition of 
Coach Bryant, drawn by an Addy 
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11x14 commerative poster. You 
may want two of these, one for 
home and one for work. An 
exact replica of his signature 
makes this unframed poster ap- 
pear to be personalized by the 
Coach. These make great gifts for 
only $12.95. 
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years as Coach Wallace Wade takes the unbeaten Crimson Tide to the 
1931 Rose Bowl. This is the last game that Wade will coach at the 
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going to stress defense. The class of 
1992 is evidence of that emphasis. 

Laron White and Ozell Powell are 
both considered can’t miss future defen- 
sive linemen. White, 6-2, 260, dressed 
for several games this year when backup 
nose tackle Elverett Brown was ham- 
pered with injuries, but White did not 
play and will retain the year of eligibility. 

Sitting out this year is a new experi- 
ence for White, who played for his fa- 
ther, Louis White, at Courtland and 
started every game for four years. 
Powell was considered a candidate to be 
either a linebacker, or, if he grew, a de- 
fensive lineman. He grew. Powell was 
245 when he signed with Alabama last 
February out of Greenville. Now he car- 
ries 280 pounds on his 6-5 frame and 
reminds practice watchers of senior All- 
America candidate Eric Curry. 

In addition to Walters, Rouzie has two 
other freshmen inside linebackers, 
Kelvin Moore of Daphne and Lamont 
Floyd of Orange Park, Florida. Moore is 
the biggest of the inside linebackers, 6- 
3, 250, and partly because of that, 
Rouzie said, “If he keeps on growing, he 
could very easily take it to the next level. 
He has tremendous size and he runs 
very well.” But he doesn’t run as well as 


—__™ 
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Floyd, who also has good size at 6-2, 
240, and who also has a very good un- 
derstanding of defensive schemes. 

Bama also has two outside linebackers 
in the freshman corps, both of whom 
can be expected to challenge for playing 
time next year. Darrell Blackburn, 6-4, 
220, from Huntsville, has shown great 
speed and a nose for the football in 
Bama practices this fall. He could be the 
next in a long line of impressive Tide 
outside linebackers, particularly as a pass 
rusher. John Tanks, 6-4, 215, Butler, 
will get a little bigger, but is probably des- 
tined to play on the weak side and must 
develop pass coverage skills that go with 
that position. 

Although he was a quarterback in high 
school and signed as a wide receiver, 
Marcell West, 5-11, 175, of Niceville, 
Florida, has enough athletic ability that 
he was tried in the secondary briefly in 
early season practices. West is now back 
at wide receiver and being held out this 
year, a very good example of a good 
freshman player being redshirted be- 
cause the program is in excellent condi- 
tion at the position he plays. 


Arete first year player seeing plenty 
of playing time is cornerback Willie 


CS 
ae 


Gaston, 5-11, 180, of Mobile. He is a 
sophomore this year after having had to 
sit out last season for academic reasons. 
He could have one of the biggest im- 
cts as a first-year player because of his 
all-hawking instincts and tenacious pass 
coverage ability, as well as his sprinter 
speed. Alabama Assistant Coach Bill 
Oliver said, “He never backs down from 
a challenge. He wants to cover the best 
receiver they have on every down. He 
has improved every week and has be- 
come more and more effective. By the 
end of the year, he could be one of the 
most important players in the sec- 
ondary.” 
Next year Alabama could have two 
other first year sophomores. Among the 
1992 signees who were academically in- 
eligible, two are in school at Alabama. 
They must do as Gaston did last year, 
pass 24 hours, and then they will be eli- 
gible to be re-signed and play in 1993. 
Kendrick Burton, the most highly-re- 
cruited prospect signed by Alabama last 
year, is a 6-6, 265-pound defensive tack- 
le from Hartselle. Toderick Malone is a 
5-11, 170-pound wide receiver from 
Attalla. This year they are unable to take 
part in any football activities with the 
team, although they are permitted to 
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work out separately from the other play- 


Two other signees last year may or 
may not figure in future Alabama plans. 
Tim Watts, a fullback from Selma, is re- 
portedly enrolled at Hinds Junior 
College in Mississippi. He will be free to 
sign with any college in 1994 if he 
meets future academic requirements, 
which will be more stringent than in the 
past. Renardo McCoy, a defensive back 
and quarterback from Hazlewood, is re- 
portedly sitting out of school this year, 
re-taking his standardized test, and ac- 
cording to reports will sign with Alabama 
again in 1993 if he passes the test. 

Alabama's other 1992 signee, 
linebacker Chris Simmons of Hartselle, 
gave up football during preseason prac- 
tices. Although he remained in school at 
Alabama, he is not expected to try to re- 
turn to the football team. 


Eric Turner was not highly-recruited after 
suffering a knee injury his senior season, 
but he has been a regular both in the sec- 
ondary and on special teams at Alabama 


hman. 
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Derrick Oden: 


He Loves Game. 


by John Barnes 


Linebacker has become 
better football player 
and a more mature person 


errick Oden knows defense. He also 

knows the meaning of the word lead- 
ership. Elected permanent defensive cap- 
tain by his teammates, the 6-0, 225- 
pound Tuscaloosa native understands his 
responsibilities. “I realize what it means to 
be a leader,” said Oden. “My teammates 
had enough faith in me to elect me captain 
and I'm very honored.” 

Midway through his third year as a 
starter at right inside linebacker (“jack” in 
the Alabama football lexicon), Oden has 
grown both as an athlete and a person. 


~ 


SESS 


“T've really come a long way since | got 
here,” said the fifth-year senior. Alabama 
Assistant Coach Jeff Rouzie, who tutors 
inside linebackers, agrees. “Derrick has 
soNe by leaps and bounds since he got 

ere,” said Rouzie. “He has learned what 
it means to be a good person, and through 
that, has become a good leader. | think 
he’s always had the capability to be a lead- 
er. He’s really learned a lot about how to 
put his leadership qualities to work on the 
football field.” 

Recruited by Bill Curry’s staff in 1988, 
Oden has been witness to some troubled 
times with the Alabama football program. 
He has seen the Alabama defense change 
from a bend-but-don't-break philosophy to 
a suffocating, attack-the-ball mentality. 
“Coach Stallings and Coach Curry are to- 
tally different people,” said Oden. “Coach 
Stallings could care less about politics and 
his door is always open, even in the off- 
season. He's a player’s coach and has a 
father-type attitude with his team. That's 
very important to me.” 


" And Winning 


There is no doubt that Oden has been 
one of the major factors in Alabama's de- 
fensive renaissance of recent years. Since 
Oden’s freshman year, the Tide “D” has 
transformed from a read-and-react philoso- 
phy to one of the nation’s most dominat- 
ing units. Midway through the season 
Alabama led the nation in most of the 
major defensive categories. There are rum- 
blings that this defensive unit could be one 
of the best, if not the greatest, to ever 
wear the Crimson. 

Rouzie hesitates to go that far. “To say 
our defense is the best ever at Alabama 

be premature,” he said. “To date, I 
don't think we've faced what I would con- 
sider to be a really good offense.” An assis- 
tant at Alabama from 1977-82, Rouzie has 
seen his share of good defenses. The 1978 
squad was arguably the Tide’s greatest-ever. 
“We are certainly in the same class with that 
(1978) unit. However, defensive schemes 
have changed so much over that time, it 
would be hard to compare the two.” 

That 1978 defense had one advantage over 


Derrick Oden is an emotional leader for Alabama, one of the Tide defensive captains. But his actions speak as loudly as his words on 


the football field. 
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this year’s stop unit. The ‘78 team, which 
won the national championship, included a 
highly-efficient wishbone offense that kept the 
football for periods so that the defense 
was on the sidelines much of the time. 

At times during the 1992 season, the 
Alabama offense has been less than pro- 
ductive. One might think this would bother 
Oden and the rest of the defense. Not so, 
said Oden. “Certainly we want the offense 
to be effective and score some points, but 
we didn't come here to stand on the side- 
line and watch. If the offense goes three 
downs and out, no problem. We look for- 
ward to getting back out there and hitting 
somebody. It's pretty hard for an opponent 
to win if they can’t score. The goal line 
stand against Louisiana Tech is a good ex- 
ample. That's the kind of thing we live for.” 

Although pass coverage comes into play, 
Oden understands that stopping the run is 
his eimaty responsibility at inside lineback- 
er. Bama’s rushing defense has been so 
dominant, two opponents have been held 
to minus rushing yards. “I love the person- 
ality of our defense,” said Oden. “I think 
the key to our success is that we not only 
have an intense desire to win, but also a 
tremendous love for the game. We're basi- 
cally just a bunch of guys out there havin: 
fun. We play reckless, we have great spee! 
and we carry out our assignments. | think 
we're pretty intimidating.” 


den's career statistics, reflect a player 
‘who seems to rise to the occasion in 
the biggest games. In only his third start as 
a Crimson Tider, Oden was a one-man 
wrecking crew against Georgia at Athens 
in 1990, Although Bama lost the game, 
Oden recorded 14 tackles and earned 
CBS Player of the Game honors. In 1991, 
against Tennessee and Auburn, he record- 
12 and 13 tackles, respectively. “I real- 
ly don't know why I play better in the real- 
ly big games,” he said. “I get fired up for 
every game. i may be a little more focused 
in the really big games. That's why I came 
to Alabama-to play against the likes of 
Auburn and Tennessee. 

Oden came to Alabama as a strong safe- 
ty, but was redshirted in 1988. In 1989 he 
was switched to inside linebacker, but his 
playing time was limited primarily to special 
teams play. He became a starter in 1990 
and finished the year as Bama’s second- 

tackler with 72, including one quar- 
terback sack. He also broke up five passes. 

Hampered by an ankle injury sustained 
in the first halt of the Florida game last 
year, Oden was forced to miss the 
Georgia, Vanderbilt and Chattanooga 

james. He finished the year with 46 tack- 

’s, only ninth best on the team, but im- 
pressive nevertheless considering the lost 
playing time. “I feel like my injury really 
cut down on my effectiveness last year, 
he said. “The ankle bothered me a little 
throvaholt th rest of the year, Pater 
ing to play with pain is a part of football.” 

This year, Oden continues to be both- 


ered by “turf toe,” a nagging injury that 
gets its name because it uently occurs 
turf. “I hate 


th games played on artifici: 
»” said Oden. “Every time | feel like my 
toe is getting better, we have to go play 
another game on the stuff. I love playin, 
at Legion Field, but the turf is new an 
very bouncy. It's just not natural. It causes 
you to trip and fall down for no reason. In 
places like Knoxville and Little Rock, the 
turf is rock-hard and it's even worse.” 
Alabama is playing six games on artificial 
turf this year. “I guess I'll just have to learn 
to live with it,” said Oden. 

As Derrick’s career at Alabama comes to 
a close, Rouzie has seen him improve 
every aspect of his game, as well as be- 
coming a better person. “Derrick has be- 
come a man since he came to Alabama,” 
Rouzie said. “The fact that he was elected 
captain says a lot about the type of person 
he is. He's a hard-nosed guy who enjoys 
the contact aspect of football. If he contin- 
ues to work hard, he could have a very 
bright future in professional football.” 

Most college football players say their ul- 
timate dream is to play in the National 
Football League. Oden is no exception. “I 
think | have what it takes to play in the 
pros,” he said. “I have good speed and a 
Sood knowledge of the game. fome would 
say my height is a problem, but I think [ 
can overcome that.” If professional football 


does not work out, Oden plans to pursue a 
career with the Drug Enforcement Agency 
and eventually attend the FBI Academy. 

Accriminal justice major at the Capstone, 
Derrick's short-term goal is to receive his 
degree. “My mom wouldn't have it any 
other way,” he said. “She expects me not 
only to graduate, but to go through the 
ceremony, which | plan to do. She's a 
great lady, but a tough one, too. My mom 
is kind of like our defense put together. 
Shae! the reatoa I'm hates " 

len has no ets al signing wit 

Alabama. Prior fo movin, to Tuscaloosa 
from Pasadena, California, thought he 
would play for the UCLA Bruins. In 1984, 
however, he moved to Tuscaloosa, enrolled 
at Hillcrest High School and became a two- 
way starter (he was also a tailback) for 
Coach Skipper Clements. He was a two- 
time all-state selection, One of Clements’ 
volunteer assistants was former Bama All- 
America defensive back Tommy Wilcox. 
“After talking to Tommy, | could never have 
jone anywhere else,” said Oden. “The more 
fomiliar I became with the program, the 
more I wanted to come here.” 

Derrick Oden is not the type of player 
who garners a great deal of public atten- 
tion. He quietly goes about his job of lead- 
ing the nation’s best defense. When the 
ball is snapped, however, make no mistake 
about it-he is in charge. 
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Kevin Lee: 


Speed + Work = Improvement 


Ss ed kills, particularly in football. And when the speed be- 
fongs to an accomplished wide receiver, the execution can be 


by Donald F. Staffo 
swift. 

» ¢ y A ‘i Kevin Lee, the holder of the Alabama indoor track record in 
Junior split end is on his way to becoming the 200-meter dash, can flat out fly. He has always been fast, but 
complete football player, not just fast one _ {hat doesn't mean the Alabama split end has always been a great 

Lee, a junior and two-year starter for the Crimson Tide, had to 
learn to hang on to the football to fully utilize that blazing speed 
(4.35 aceone in the 40-yard dash, 10.6 seconds at 100 meters) 
on the football field. His school record time at 200 meters is 
:21.18, and he was clocked at :20.03 as the nation’s fastest high 
school runner. 

Unlike some highly-recruited receivers, Lee, 6-1, 190, did not 
come out of Mobile’s Vigor High School with glittering statistics. 
He had only 31 career catches, but he also fad two state 6A 
championships and one aihical national high school football 
championship (awarded by ESPN). A primary reason Lee did not 
have more receptions is Vigor was a running team, one that 
dominated its opponents so thoroughly it didn’t need to pass. 

“The main reason | didn't catch many passes was a young man 
named 'Lectron Williams,” Lee said. Williams was the star of 
those Vigor teams and went to Auburn. He never became a col- 
lege star because of Injuries, but he was an incredible high school 
tailback, But even with that, Lee said, “We also had two other 
good receivers, Ron Blinkley (now at Southern Miss) and Bruce 
McGee (now at Nichols State in Louisiana). McGee was the pri- 

receiver and | was more of a deep man.” 

ing deep would explain what Lee did with those 31 
high school receptions. They accounted for over 900 yards, 
about 30 yards per catch. “It didn’t really bother me that I didn’t 
catch many passes,” Lee said. “We were just interested in win- 
ning. | knew if we needed to pass that I could get the ball.” It is 
worth noting that 15 of those receptions at Vigor ended up as 
touchdowns, 

But Lee also admits he was not an accomplished pass catcher. 
It's not that he was hands of stone, but he had his problems, par- 
ticularly in a crowd. 


loody McCorvey, who coaches Alabama's receivers, said 

Lee has made himself a more dependable receiver through 
hard work. “Within the last year Kevin's concentration level has 
really gone up,” McCorvey said. “He has become a good receiv- 
er for us. He's worked hard since he’s been here and he has got- 
ten better. But he still can improve and become a little more con- 
sistent catching the football.” 

Lee agreed. “I need to concentrate more,” he said. “Anybody 
can make the easy catch. Anybody can catch the ball when he is 
wile open. I need to concentrate on making the difficult catch in 
traffic. 

McCorvey doesn't have any problem pin-pointing Lee's prima- 
ry asset. “No doubt about it,” McCorvey said. “It’s his speed. 
Anytime you get the ball in his hands, he’s a threat to score.” 

Lee’s first collegiate touchdown is the perfect example. It came 
in last year’s Memphis State game in Memphis and was Jay 
Barker's first touchdown completion. Taking nothing away from 
Barker, Lee took the ball in full stride and it was no contest to the 
end zone, 75 yards away. The score gave Bama a 10-0 lead and 
the Tide held on for a 10:7 victory. 

Another example of his bresiinvay speed didn’t result in a 


Kevin Lee has been a winner throughout his career, winning high 
school championships and helping Alabama win big despite few 
pass receptions. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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touchdown, but was certainly instrumental 
in a victory. At the end of the 1990 regu- 
lar season, Alabama was clinging to a 10- 
7 lead against favored Auburn. Lee re- 
turned the kickoff to start the second half 
61 yards, giving Alabama field position 
the defense and punting game were able 
to maintain throughout the second half as 
the Tide struggled to a 16-7 win. 

Lee said the long touchdown against 
Memphis State is his biggest thrill to date, 
“It was my first touchdown in college and 
that’s a special feeling,” he said. “I had 
been waiting on that moment for so long, 
and when it came | wasn't going to let it 
slip by. It gave me a chance to run away 
from the defensive backs and really show 
my speed. If anybody was going to get 
me, it was going to be Big Al (the Bama 
mascot) at the other end of the field.” 

Lee also scored in the third quarter of 
last year's Blockbuster Bowl win over 
Colorado. Lee said, “Coach Stallings said 
in the lockerroom that ‘Games are won 
by players making plays.’ | just wanted to 
make some plays. That was a little five- 
yard fade (route) into the corner of the 
end zone, Jay put it in their perfectly, but 
it was a hard catch,” That's primarily be- 
cause a Colorado defender was hanging 
all over Lee as he pulled in the pass. 

He scored his third touchdown late in 
the first half against Arkansas this year, 
but later in the game while trying to make 
a block he suffered a hip pointer (a 
bruised hip, a painful and slow-healing in- 
jury). The injury forced Lee to miss one 
game, but he is now back full speed. At 
the time of his injury he was second on 
the team in receiving yardage (118 yards) 
and fourth in receptions (8). That was 
only three catches shy of the 11 he 
recorded in 1991 (for 275 yards), when 
he became a starter for the final eight 
games of the year. (As a redshirt fresh- 
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man in 1990 he was a backup performer 
at both flanker and split end and had only 
two catches for 21 yards.) 


Te split end is a lineman who lines up 
on the line of scrimmage, while the 
flanker is a back who lines up in the back- 
field. However, there are other subtle dif- 
ferences in the position at Alabama. 
McCorvey said, Pre split end plays the 
short side of the field where he is going to 
see a lot more corner rotation.” That 
means that the opposing cornerback will 
lay very close to the receiver and be 
ked up by a safety. “The flanker gets 
more one-on-one coverage,” McCorvey 
said, 

Lee is more likely to go deep than is 
the flanker. “I believe | can beat anyone 
deep,” Lee said. 

On the other hand, reverses are more 
often run by the flanker, particularly David 
Palmer, (What used to be commonly 
known as “the end-around” play is now 
more familiarly called “the flanker re- 
verse.”) But that doesn’t mean Lee can't 
run it, too. That's particularly true if the 
defensive flow is going away from him 
and he gets the ball on a double reverse 
from the flanker. Lee has had several such 
runs this year, the biggest a 25-yard gain 
against Arkansas, 

In addition to pass catches and runs, 
Lee, as all offensive players, is expected 
to block, Lee is working on that. “I need 
to improve my blocking,” he said. “If I 
stay on my block a little longer, our run- 
ning backs will break free a little more. I 
try to improve day-by-day. I want to be 
known as an all-around receiver who can 
be effective in any situation in the game. | 
want to continue learning.” 

He thinks that he has learned, that he 
has a better understanding of the game. “I 
have more knowledge of what is going on 
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during a game,” he said. “I know what to 
do when situations force adjustments. | 
think that plays a big part in a football 


McCorvey acknowledged Lee’s devel- 
opment. “When | first got here I was told 
that Kevin wasn't tough enough, that he 
wouldn't block,” McCorvey said, “But 
he’s come a long way in terms of his 
blocking. Kevin has good work habits in 
practice and that lends itself to leadership 
on the field. He tends to get the other 
guys going.” 


A fast as Lee is, it is debatable 
whether he is Alabama's fastest foot- 
ball player. At 200 meters there is no 
doubt. 


loubt. 

“I say I am (the fastest),” Lee said, “but 
I have a little competition from (tailback) 
Chris Anderson. He'll argue he is and he 
has a right to. Chris won the (high school) 
state championship in 100 meters in 
1987 and | won it in 1988. | didn’t run in 
1987 and he didn’t run in 1988, so we 
never ran against each other.” 

The truth may be somewhere in be- 
tween, Both Lee and his coach, Woody 
McCorvey, believe that Anderson would 
be the winner in a 40-yard dash, but that 
at 100 meters Lee would be first. 

In addition to his success at 200 meters 
as a member of Bama's track team last 
season, Lee placed fourth in the SEC 
championships at 55 meters. Lee has a 
fondness for track. “There's less wear and 
tear on the body,” he said. “And they're 
bringing more money into track, You 
can't play football as long as you can run 
track. te 

A communications major, Lee's pri 
aspiration is not the National Football 
League or professional track. “I want to 
genase from The University and get a job 
somewhere in television or radio,” he said. 


Go Places With The Tide 
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Travel Agency, Inc, 


Going Places Travel is now accepting deposits for SEC 
Championship and Sugar Bowl football game pack- 
ages. Should the Tide not participate in these games, 


your deposit will be refunded, or, if you desire, credit- 


ed to the bowl game package in which the Tide plays. 
Space is limited, so reserve your spot today! 


“Travel packages include game tickets 
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Basketball Outlook: 


Unknowns Big 
In Figuring Tide 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama is a new team with a new coach 
in always tough Southeastern Conference 


Abtest it seems to be more common in football than basketball, 
ere is frequently a feeling among fans that somehow those play- 
ers who have never been seen are the superstars who are just what 
the team needs to be a big winner. 

In all sports, the coaches have the opportunity to see the players 
each day in practice and to evaluate them in both practices and 

james, and one may rest assured that these coaches-whose liveli- 

ods depend on the performance of the team-are playing those they 
pe to be the best. Now come the preseason basketball predictions 
and, lo and behold, an Alabama team that many feel won't be able to 
crack the top half of the West Division of the Southeastern 
Conference is getting some national attention. This despite the loss of 
two number one NBA draft choices. Robert Horry and Latrell 
Sprewell have gone, leaving quite a void in Bama’s lineup. Between 
them they averaged over 33 points and 14 rebounds per game. And 
Horry blocked 121 shots, a major part of Alabama's defense last year. 

The SEC publishes a preseason press book in which it lists basic in- 
formation on each team. A primary factor in athletics success is expe- 
rience. Alabama's experience going into the 1992-93 season is five 
men who have played college basketball enough to letter, one of them 
for two years, the other four for one year each. That's five men with 
six years experience. Compare that to Arkansas (eight men with 12 
years experience), Auburn (6-11), Florida (8-16), Georgia (7-14), 
Kentucky (9-15), LSU (6-10), Ole Miss (12-19), Mississippi State (10- 
12), South Carolina (6-15), Tennessee (11-21), and Vanderbilt (8-13). 

Alabama enters the season with eight members of its 13-man schol- 
arshipped roster who have never played in a Division | game. 

Additionally, Alabama goes to war this year with a rookie head 
coach. David Hobbs, who has never been a college head coach, re- 
places the most successful basketball coach in Crimson Tide history. 
No one doubts that Wimp Sanderson, who was forced to resign last 
spring, was preparing Hobbs to be his successor. And one can take 
heart in that Sanderson, who coached more winning games than any 
other Alabama coach, had never been a head coach before, either. 

Nevertheless, it has to be something of a surprise to see various 
pie mentioning Alabama among the nation’s top 25 teams. 

they have a feeling these players no one has ever seen in a college 
basketball game are super prospects? Hobbs can't say. He hasn't seen 
many of the keys to a successful season in practices or games. 
Practice begins November 1 this year, two weeks later than in past 
seasons. 

“Conventional coaching wisdom tells you that experience wins 
games down the stretch,” Hobbs said. “The reason for that is that mis- 
takes often decide those games and inexperienced players are more 
likely to make mistakes. So we've probably got to hope it's not close 
down the stretch.” 

Hobbs said, “We're a new team with a new coach. I think mention 
of us in national ratings is a tribute to the name ‘Alabama’ and what 
we've done in the past, not particularly this team. I would hope our 
players would take it as a lenge to live up to it.” 


labama success in 1992-93 will depend in part on Hobbs coming 
with a correct starting lineup and an effective substitution pat- 
Junior guard James Robinson is receiving pre-season All-America 


notice. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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1-800-950-4320 


#904 Creamy caramel, choice Pecans 
and our best milk chocolate combine for 
a candy lover’s dream. Packed in a 
beautiful Currier & Ives box. 

NET WT. 10 07. .........(Delivered) $11.95 


“ALL TIME FAVORITES” 


#905 Select Pecan Halves gently roasted 

and surrounded by gourmet milk choco- 

late in a distinctive Ribbon & Holly box. 
NET WT. 10 oz. .........(Delivered) $11.95 


WOODEN TRAY 
ASSORTMENT 


#901 LARGE TRAY—Contains: 1 Ib, Nat 
ural Pecan Halves, '/2 Ib, Chocolate 
covered Pecans, '/2 Ib. White Choco- 
late covered Pecans, 12 oz. Pecan 
Log Roll, 1'/« Ib. Fruitcake, 1 Ib, Praline 
Ice Cream Topping in handle mug 
and 4 oz, Divinity Log. 

NET WT. 5'/: Ibs. ...(Delivered) $54.95 


#902 MAGNUM TRAY—Contains: 1 Ib. 
Natural Pecan Halves, '/2 Ib. Roasted 
Pecans, '/2 Ib. Chocolate covered 
Pecans, 11/4 Ib. Fruitcake, '/2 Ib, Fudge, 
12 02, Pecan Log Roll, 1 Ib. Praline Ice 
Cream Topping in handle mug, '/2 Ib. 
Chocolate Pecan Clusters, '/2 lb. White 
Chocolate covered Pecans and '/2 Ib 
Coconut Patties, 

NET WT. 7 Ibs. ...... (Delivered) $74.95 


#903 MEDIUM TRAY (NOT SHOWN)— 
Contains: 1 Ib, Natural Pecan Halves, 
'/« lb, Roasted Pecans, 4 oz. Pecan Log 
Roll, 4 02. Divinity Log, !/2 lb, Chocolate 
covered Pecans and '/2 Ib, Chocolate 
Pecan Clusters. 

NET WT. 3 Ibs. ......(Delivered) $34.95 


#906 “A WILSON ORIGINAL.” An unforget- 
table taste of toasted pecans coated in 
white chocolate in a destinctive Ribbon 
& Holly Box. 

NET WT. 10 02. .. 


.. (Delivered) $11.95 


#923 Huge 2 Ib. assortment of Chocolate Pecan Clusters #924 SUGAR & SPICE for someone nice. Fresh Pecans coated 


White Chocolate covered Pecan Clusters, Coconut Patties, with an old southern favorite of cinnamon and sugar, packed 
Heavenly Hash, White Chocolate covered Pecans and in a beautiful collectible tin. 
Chocolate covered Pecans in a beautiful white embossed gift NET WT. '/2 Ib. (Delivered) $12.95 
box, 

NET WT. 2 Ibs. (Delivered) $22.95 


On The Cover 


THE ULTIMATE GIFT 


#925 A truly special gift for individuals, family or business. This beautiful lined Picnic Basket that will last for years is worth the selling 
price alone, yet it comes filled with '/2 lb, each of Chocolate Pecan Clusters, White Chocolate Pecan Clusters, Coconut Patties, 
White Chocolate covered Pecans, Chocolate covered Pecans, Southern Toffee, Pecan Brittle, Peanut Brittle, Toasted Pecans and 
Sugar Free candy, 4 02,/ Divinity Log, 12 oz. Pecan Log Roll, 1 Ib. White Chocolate Pretzels and 1 Ib. Natural Pecans. 

Net wt. 8 Ibs. (Delivered) $99.95 


All orders are shipped UPS 

For convenient ordering we provide a toll free number: 

Just call, 1-800-950-4320 

All shipments out of Continental U. S. will require additional charges. 


WILSON PECAN COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 1257 

FOLEY, ALABAMA 36536 

(205) 943-4320 

FAX (205) 943-3507 


ALABAMA’S BEST, and our finest pecans, freshly picked and delivered from our orchard to you. 


#907. Two pound tub of halves 


Net wt. 2 Ib. .. (Delivered) $16.95 
#908 Two pound tub of pieces 

Net wt. 2 Ib. .. (Delivered) $15.95 
#909 Five pound tub of halves 

Net wi. 5 Ib. .. ee «..(Delivered) $34.95 


BOUNTIFUL BASKETS 


Great for Christmas or any gift giving occasion, 


#914 Basket (pictured) contains '/2 Ib, Chocolate Pecan Clus- 
ters, '/2 lb. White Chocolate covered Pecan Clusters, '/2 Ib. 
White Chocolate covered Pecans, '/2 Ib, Milk Chocolate Cov- 
ered Pecans, 4 oz. Pecan Log Roll, '/2 lb, White Chocolate 
Covered Pretzels, 4 oz, Divinity Log, 


NET WT. 3 Ibs. . «+.(Delivered) $32.95 


#915 Basket (not pictured) contains '/2 lb. Chocolate Pecan 
Clusters, '/2 |b. White Chocolate covered Pecan Clusters, '/2 Ib. 
White Chocolate covered Pecans, '/2 Ib. Milk Chocolate cov- 
ered Pecans, 4 oz. Pecan Log Roll, '/2 Ib. White Chocolate 
covered Pretzels, 4 oz. Divinity Log, '/2 Ib, Pecan Brittle, '/2 Ib. 
Coconut Patties, '/2 Ib, Heavenly Hash and '/2 Ib. Southern 
Toffee. 


NET WT. 5 Ibs. ... (Delivered) $59.95 


#910 Five pound tub of pieces 
Net wt. 5 Ib. ... 


(Delivered) $33.95 
#911 Cracked pecans (we select five pounds of 

our finest whole pecans and crack them) 

Net wt. will be less than 5 Ib. due to loss of 


excess shell. (Delivered) $16.95 


TRIPLE TREAT 


#912 ‘/alb, each of Roasted Pecans, Chocolate covered 
Pecans and White Chocolate covered Pecans, in a tradition- 
al red tin. 


NET WT. 2'/2 Ibs. ... «+. (Delivered) $24.95 


#913 “EVERYONE LOVES PECANS" | Ib, Roasted and 1 Ib. Nat- 
ural in a traditional red tin. 


NET WT. 2 Ibs... ..-. (Delivered) $22.95 


TRIPLE OPTION 


1,2 or 3 in a lovely round tin 


#916 Award winning Southern Toffee. Pecan crunch center 
covered with creamy Milk Chocolate creates an unforget- 
table treat. 

NET WT. °/< Ib. ......... 


#917 Select Pecan Halves gently roasted and lightly salted. 
Unsalted on request. 
NET WT. */s Ib. .... «++.(Delivered) $11.95 


#918 “The Best Brittle | Ever Tasted.” Crisp and Crunchy Brittle 
made even better by adding Pecans. 
NET WT. */2 Ib. 


#919 A set of all three tins 


(Delivered) $11.95 


.(Delivered) $11.95 
.. (Delivered) $29.95 


COLLECTIBLE SERVING TRAY 


#920 COLLECTIBLE SERVING TRAY ASSORTMENT filled with a 
festive 1 Ib. assortment of our most popular candies. 
NET WT. 1 Ib. Bare eoreeeee es ..(Delivered) $15.95 


1-800-950-4320 


#921 ALL OCCASION BOX. Delicious 1 Ib. assortment packed 


in a beautiful box perfect for any occasion. 
NET WT. 1 Ib. 


-(Delivered) $14.95 


#922 SEASON'S GREETINGS, says it all with this scrumptious 


assortment of Chocolate covered Pecans, Coconut Patties, 
Chocolate Pecan Clusters, White Chocolate covered 
Pecans and White Chocolate covered Pecan Clusters. 

NET WT. 1 Ib. (Delivered) $12.95 


ORDER FORM 


Ship to: 
NAME 


STREET ADDRESS 


A PRICE 
CITY, STATE, ZIP OTS BUEN 


ENCLOSURE CARD TO READ: 


TOTAL PRICE 
SHIPPING DATE e Cl 


CHECK VISA MASTERCARD CARD # EXP. 


SHIPPED BY PHONE # 


PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL ORDERS SEPARATELY 


ORDER FORM 
Ship to: 
NAME 


STREET ADDRESS 


QTY. | ITEM# PRICE 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 


ENCLOSURE CARD TO READ: 


TOTAL PRICE 


SHIPPING DATE 


CHECK VISA MASTERCARD CARD # EXP. 


SHIPPED BY PHONE #. 


PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL ORDERS SEPARATELY 


Ship to: 
NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
GIN SEM 21 ary. | ITeM# PRICE 
ENCLOSURE CARD TO READ: 
SHIPPING DATE eeu AR 
CHECK VISA MASTERCARD CARD # EXP. 


SHIPPED BY PHONE # 


tern. Sanderson was never able to work more than seven or eight 
players into the playing rotation (one reason Hobbs goes into this sea- 
son with so little experience). The Tide’s new coach is committed to 
playing more players. But, as he has pointed out, only if it works. 

As almost every other team, Alabama will employ the same type lineup 
as in the past: a point guard, two wing players, and two inside players. 

There are three returning starters and two other experienced players 
on this year's Bama squad. 

A case can be made that the most important position on a basket 
ball team is point guard. The offense begins with the point guard, he is 
the safety man against the fast break, and his defensive work on the 
opposing point guard can be critical to disrupting the halfcourt game 
of the foe. 

Alabama returns its starting point guard this year in senior Elliot 
Washington. Washington's name is firmly etched in Alabama basket- 
ball history for one shot he made last year, the buzzer-beating three- 
pointer to give the Tide a 90-89 victory over Arkansas in the semifi- 
nals of the Southeastern Conference Tournament. However, 
Washington was not known as a scorer (1.8 points per game). He led 
Bama in assists with 80, had a very low number of turnovers (47), and 
played solid defense. 

“Elliot is a guy who has been through it and who is a graduate of the 
school of hard knocks,” Hobbs said. “He started early, then had to 
worry about being taken out, and there weren't a lot of things going 
on to give him a lot of confidence. I think in the last ten games or so 
last year he did a good job. He’s a safe point guard in that he seldom 
turns it over. He hasn't been a great scorer in the past. I think he'll be 
a better scorer this year. I want him to push the ball up the floor and I 
want him to hit the three-pointer when it's there. He’s a tough nut on 
defense and doesn’t mind taking on a bigger guy. That's the reason 
we put him on Lee Mayberry (Arkansas’ star) last year. He’s going to 
make the guy work hard every trip.” 

There is one point guard behind Washington going into the season. 
Marvin Orange was player of the year in South Carolina last year. The 
freshman is almost certain to get plenty of playing time this year. “He 
handles the ball well and shoots the ball well, but the question for him, 
as all freshmen, is will he be able to do it at this level. He's got the 
physical attributes to do it. He’s quick and strong, but you never know 
about the mental part of it. The college game is so much more physi- 
cal, and that works on the mental part of it. The two things are talent 
and willingness, and for a freshman to have the willingness to do what 
it takes to play is frequently the more difficult.” 

Best-known (and best) of the bunch is wing guard James Robinson, 
the Tide’s only two-year letterman. Robinson has been Bama’s leading 
scorer the past two years. Last year he averaged 19.4 points per 
game and became the first sophomore in Tide history to have 1,000 
career points. 

“T really think James is going to be outstanding this year,” Hobbs 
said. “I hope he'll also be a guy who will provide leadership for us 
since he's the old man of the team, even though he’s only a junior. 
He’s obviously a very talented, gifted athlete who can do a lot of 
things. His play will inspire the play of others because he will hustle 
and play with determination and control. He is capable of making the 
players around him better by his effort. It's a big burden, but I think 
he’s capable of handling it.” 

Behind Robinson is a redshirt freshman. “If Bryan Passink can per- 
form in games like he performs in practice insofar as shooting the 
ball, he can help us,” Hobbs said. “He shoots extremely well and he's 
put on good weight and strength. And I think he’s going to have bene- 
fitted from his redshirt year. There's got to be some value in going 
against a guy like Sprewell or James every day, and that's who Bryan 
worked against last year.” 

There are two other guards on the team who play a daily role, but 
who are unlikely to be a part of many games. Jeff Lovell of Cullman 
and Phillip Pearson of Montgomery have been walkon performers for 
Bama the past few years. Both are hard-working practice players who 
play an important part in Tide basketball success. 


Oo”, reason Passink worked against both Robinson, a wing guard, 
and Sprewell, a wing forward last year, is that the positions are 
Sophomore Cedric Moore is Alabama’s most experienced inside 


player. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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similar, (Alabama, as everyone, numbers 
their postions: point guard is 1, wing guard 


2, wing forward 3, power forward 4, center 
5.) There are frequently players who can 
play, for instance, both point guard and wing 
guard, or_wing guard and wing forward, or 
wing for and power forward, or r 
forward and center. In Alabama's scheme, 
power forward and center are interchange- 
able. 

Although newcomer Walter Pitts is expect- 
ed to be primarily a wing forward, he is also 
capable of playing wing guard. When he is in 
the game as a three player, it will be the 
equivalent of a three-guard set. Pitts, who 
came to Alabama from Tyler (Texas) Junior 
College, was a star at Loachapoka High 
School in Lee County, and reports of his 
play from fall pickup games were encourag- 
ing. If there is one thing that is discouraging 
it is that Pitts was advertised as 6-4 when 
being recruited and 6-3 in this year's official 
roster, but he is 6-1. 

Hobbs said, “Walter was a very good junior 
college player. He is extremely athletic, really 
runs and jumps well, and has good quick- 
ness. From all reports we have, he is a hard- 
nosed guy on defense. When we sign a ju- 
nior college Bayer we expect him to be able 
to come in and make an immediate impact 
on the team.” 

Another newcomer is also ticketed for the 
three position. “Anthony Brown was listed in 
one report as one of the top five small for- 
wards in the country in high school last 
year," Hobbs said. “He's a guy who is 
strong, got a lot of confidence, shoots the 
ball well, puts it down well, runs and jumps 
well, and has the body to play as a freshman 
if, as all freshmen, he can handle the physi- 
cal part.” 

“Swinging the other way, Shon Peck-Love 
is a 3-4,” Hobbs said. “He is a good athlete 
with long arms and is very competitive. And 
he has always been a winner. At Tuscaloosa 
Central he was a state champion. In junior 
college (at Three Rivers, Missouri) they won 
the national championship and he was 
named the most valuable player in the tour- 
nament. I think that's an attribute that has 
some real value to a team. He knows what it 
means to win and I think guys who have had 
those successes strive to repeat them. I think 
he'll be a real factor in what we're doing. 
He's a little undersized to play inside, but he 
has long arms and is very strong and is a 
good leaper. I think his offensive skills may 
be more suited to the inside.” 

Five players are capable of playing at the 
two inside positions. Cedric Moore is a re- 
turning starter inside and two others, Jason 
Caffey and Andre Perry, have experience. 
Roy Rogers is a redshirt freshman, while 
Wade Kaiser is a true freshman. 

Moore, Rogers and Kaiser are all tall and 
thin, “I had hoped Cedric would put on more 
weight over the summer, but he didn't,” 
Hobbs said. “I thought he really improved 
last year. He’s never lacked for confidence. 
He is physically tougher. He improved his 
shooting last year, certainly his free throw 
shooting and his medium range jump shot. 
He has a knack for getting people off their 
feet and picking up the foul. The experience 
he has will be very valuable. He needs to get 
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stronger, particularly in his lower body, and 
he had knee surgery which slows that pro- 
cess.” Last year Moore averaged 8.3 points 
and 4.9 rebounds per game. 

Hobbs said that although redshirt freshman 
Roy Rogers needs to add weight and 
strength, “He has really gotten a lot stronger 
in his upper body. He's got Keith Askins- 
type legs-those thin legs that just don’t get 
bigger. But he has put on some good weight. 
And he's got long arms, so he could be a 
good shot-blocker for us. We've lost that 
shot-blocker we had in Robert (Horry), and 
that's a function Roy can give us. He runs 
well aus has worted on ie ctlenaivs 
game. He may not be able to go for long pe- 
Tiods of time in a game.” 

Incoming freshman Wade Kaiser is ham- 
pered by having suffered sprained ligaments 
in his right (shooting) wrist during the sum- 
mer. He is also very, very thin. “He's an in- 
side player who may have trouble with the 
physical part of the game until he gets big- 
ger,” Hobbs said. “Wade has very good 
skill Passer, good shooter, runs well, 
good jumper-and I think he's going to be a 
real asset to our program, but I don’t know 
how soon that will be.” 

Andre Perry was a top backup man inside 
for Alabama last year, but suffered a broken 
leg in the SEC Tournament semifinals against 
Arkansas. He is completely recovered from 


= 


that injury. “I think history has shown that ju- 
nior college players coming into this program 
have improved greatly from their first year to 
their second, and I hope that continues,” 
Hobbs said. “Andre will have a better under- 
standing of how we play and what's expected 
of him this year. He's a little undersized to 
play in there, but plays much bigger than he 
is because he is very quick and strong and 
can jump.” Perry averaged 9.6 points and 
5.9 rebounds per game last year. 

Hobbs said that to say Alabama has six 
years of experience returning is probably an 
exaggeration. “It's probably more like five 
and a half, because Jason Caffey really hasn't 
played that much,” Hobbs said. “He really 
didn’t get to play much because every time 
he got to a position where he was going to 
play he got injured. I'd like for him to play at 
about 235 pounds. He's 250 now. One 

roblem in asking him to lose weight is that 
has very little ody fat, so you don't want 
him to lose muscle. He’s extremely gifted 
athletically, he can run and jump, and he has 
very goed. quickness. It’s probably more real- 
istic to expect him to play at about 245.” 
said, “Jason is a guy we need to 
come through for us in order to be success- 
ful. He can be our stopper, he can rebound. 
He's the one big body we have to put in 
there.” Caffey averaged 2.4 points and 2.2 
rebounds per game last year. 

Hobbs said, “There are things a team can 
do for itself. Players can get a little quicker, 
they can definitely get stronger, and they can 
work on skills. But they can't do a thing about 
experience. All we can do to try to make up 
for a lack of experience is for these guys to 
Pies se 2 unit ne ey 8 ae os can. 

le do have some athletes, and we need them 
to hustle and play with togetherness.” 


ile there will be changes in the way 
Alabama plays, the basic premise of 
success over the past couple of decades 
(under both Sanderson and Fis predecessor, 
C. M. Newton) will not change. Hobbs ex- 
pects his players to be able to play defense. 
And, as under his predecessors, that means 
primarily man-to-man defense, although 
there will be some use of zone defense. One 
change Hobbs would like to implement de- 
fensively is extending the defense, picking up 
the opponents more quickly and forcing op- 
nents farther from the basket once the 
Fatfcourt game begins. That defense is some- 
thing of a gamble, a gamble that oft-times 
leads to easy baskets for both the offense and 
the defense. With no Horry inside to pick up 
an open defender and reject his shot, break- 
downs defensively will probably be more ex- 
pensive. 

Although Hobbs said, “We've always been 
primarily a man-to-man team, I've always 
liked to switch defenses, so we'll probably try 
to switch. But if you look at it in terms of 
time of possession, I think you'll find us pri- 
marily man-to-man.” 

Hobbs said that, “We have been a success- 
ful and consistent team for a number of 
years. One of those reasons that | think is 
true of every team sport is that you have to 
be solid on defense to be in contention to 
win a championship. Offense comes and 
goes; sometimes you can put it in the basket, 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER '92 


sometimes you can’t. But if you are hard- 
nosed on defense, you have a chance. 

“We'll ask our guys to get up on them, get 
on them, play them tough. We'll probably try 
to extend our defense more than we have in 
the past. I think we've got good quickness 
overall and if we're going to play a lot of 
guys, it lends itself to playing 94 feet (full 
court). | think one of the reasons we haven't 
played as much 94 feet in the past is we 

aven't used that many guys. You can't ex- 
pect a guy to run it up the floor (on offense), 
then play 94 feet (defensively) and play 35 or 
38 minutes.” (Last year Sprewell averaged 
playing 38 minutes per game, Horry and 

obinson 37 minutes each in SEC games.) 


Olfensively. Hobbs said he expects 
Alabama to take full advantage of the 
three-point shot. “However, we may not 
shoot the three-pointer any more often than 
we did last year,” he said. “But it may look 
like we're shooting it more since it will be 
peice: the guards shooting it. Last year we 

ad a center type (Horry) who put it up 120 
times, and that won't happen this year. We 
shot it a lot last year. But I don't have a prob- 
lem on the fast break with the guy pulling up 
and taking the three-point shot. 

Followers (and opponents) are familiar with 
Alabama's half court offense over the past 
couple of decades. Normally, the point guard 
gets the ball to a wing, and from the wing 
the ball is entered into the paint area for one 
of the two post men to take the high per- 
centage shot. 

This year Bama plans to look at a new 
type of halfcourt offense. “We really needed 
to start October 1, not November 1," Hobbs 
said. “The NCAA changed the start’ of prac- 
tice this year from October 15." The reason 
is that Hobbs wants to implement the motion 
offense. 

Alabama experimented with the motion of- 
fense in the early 1970s and has kept a little 
of the motion theory in place over the years. 
There are, generally speaking, two types of 
motion offense-one that relies on very struc- 
tured movement and screens, one that relies 
on spacing and more quick-hitting plays. 

e primary requisite for an effective mo- 
tion offense is disciplined basketball players. 
It is fundamental basketball. The team most 
Tide followers have seen in a motion offense 
is Vanderbilt. Kentucky also uses motion to 
some extent, Nationally, Indiana and North 
Carolina are the best examples. 

“The motion offense takes awhile to imple- 

ment, so we're probably not going to look 
too good when we play that first exhibition 
game on November 17,” Hobbs said. “It's an 
offense that has to evolve because the guys 
have to get used to each other and where 
they're going and where to look and that sort 
of thing.” 
Hobbs has said, “We want to use more 
people (than Alabama has in the past). This is 
the perfect opportunity to use more people, 
because we have so many openings and be- 
cause starting out we don't have that proven 
‘go to’ guy inside. We'll use as many people 
as prove they can play at this level, and still 
keep some chemistry. I'm not for jerking guys 
out of there before they work up a sweat, but 
we'll try to stay as fresh as we can.” 


New Alabama Head Basketball Coach David Hobbs won't have to introduce himself to 


everyone in the Southeastern Conference. 


He said Alabama “won't be a run-and-gun 
team, but we'll be a running team that S 
the shot when it's open.” 

dust by being in the SEC, Alabama has a 
reasonably difficult schedule. Of the 22 dif- 
ferent opponents on the schedule, 11 partici- 

ted in ‘Poet season tournaments last year. 

CAA Tournament teams were Old 
Dominion, LSU, Arkansas, Kentucky and 
Mississippi State. NIT teams were 
Washington State, Virginia, Rhode Island, 
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Vanderbilt, Florida and Tennessee. 

“One thing that would help this team is to 
have some early success and get some confi- 
dence," Hobbs said. “But I don't see those 
kinds of opportunities on this schedule.” 

One thing is sure as Alabama approaches 
the 1992-93 basketball season. If Hobbs 
chooses to do so, he may cry as much as his 

redecessor about why Bama should not be 
Righiy-ranked, And, with good reason, 
Hobbs is more likely to be believed. 


1992-93 Alabama Basketball Roster 


Name, Pos. Hgt. Wat. 
Anthony Brown, a/f 64’ 205 
Jason Caffey,{ = 6-712 250 
Wade Kaiser, ¢ 69 

Jeff Lovell, D110 178 
Cedric Moore, f/e 68’ = 195 


Marvin Orange,g 5-112 180 
Bryan Passink, g 3 

Phillip Pearson, g 
Shon Peck-Love, a/f 


dames Robinson, wy 
Roy Rogers, ¢ 69 200 
Elliot Washington,g 510 165 


Hometown 
St. Petersburg, Fla 


Class Exp. 
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Women’s Basketball Outlook: 
= - ie es 


ae 
Tide Wi 
by Becky Hopf 


Repeat of 1992 success 
rests on shoulders 
of younger players 


k 1992 Rick Moody’s Alabama women’s 
basketball team made it to “The Show.” 
Now he’s ready to steal it. 

And if anyone can do it, Rick Moody has 
shown he can. In just three seasons as 
head coach of Bama’s women's basketball 
team he has already bested the feats of all 
his predecessors. His 1992 team went 23- 
7, a program best. Alabama finished third 
in the Southeastern Conference last sea- 
son, a program best. The Crimson Tide 
hosted its first NCAA tournament game. 
Moody's team scored in triple digits 10 
times in 1992, a feat that shattered both 
the men’s and women's records at 
Alabama. His top recruit, Niesa Johnson, 
was the school’s first National Freshman 
Player of the Year. His outside shooter led 
the nation in three-point shots made per 

ame. For much of the season his team 
led the nation in scoring and ended the 
year as the SEC’s leader in both scoring 
and rebounding. In the classroom, it was 
his 1990 team that produced five 
Academic All-SEC honorees, a program 
record. 

Now he’s hungry for more. Alabama ad- 
vanced to the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament where it met Final Two team 
Western Kentucky, and the Tide took its 
licks against a team that has been a peren- 
nial national power the last decade. 
Despite all the good that happened in 
1992, it was that 98-68 loss in Bowling 
Green that taught Moody the difference 
between turning a corner and standing 
outside the door. 

“I don’t want to sound negative, but I 
certainly want to sound realistic,” Moody 
said. “I don’t think because have one 
great year that you've established yourself 
as a national power. Anybody who would 
say something like that would have a bloat- 

perception of themselves and their pro- 
gram. You have to be realistic. It didn’t 
take the Alabama football program one 
great season to establish itself as a national 
power. That takes a period of time. Right 
now we are in the process of trying to es- 
tablish ourselves as a national power. 
We've taken numerous positive steps. But 
it’s going to take a lot more great players 
and a lot more hard work before we can 
claim to be a national power.” 

The road to national fortune could be 
paved by a style of play that is about as up 
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Niesa Johnson was the Freshman Player of the Year in the nation as a high-scoring 


guard. A large part of her supporting cast has graduated this year. 


tempo as it gets. Alabama strikes from 
both inside and outside. It is the style 

has been coaching ever since he 
started his career at a junior high school in 
Florida in 1976. 
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“I'm committed to this of play,” he 
said. “I think we have the kind of athletes 
who can make the system work, who can 
make it work even to the next level. | 
didn’t say that we will go to the next level, 
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because that's something that will be de- 
termined by our players. 


he down note at Alabama is that three 

of its starters last season were seniors. 
One of those was All-SEC and third team 
All-America forward Linda Burgess, now 
paving professionally in Switzerland. She 

d the Tide and was second in the SEC in 
scoring with a 20.3 average and was 
among the conference ieadors in 
rebounding with an 8.2 average. The 
other two graduates had been starters 
since they were freshmen, Stacey Fi 
at forward and Amy Lannom at point 
guard. Lannom was good for 9.8 points 
and 3.7 assists per game. Franklin pulled 
down 7.3 rebounds, scored 6.6 points and 
dished out 1.3 assists per game. 

“You cannot replace these people,” 
Moody said of the trio. “You can't even 
measure the contributions they made. 
They had the best work ethic of any group 
I've been around. They gave us a sense of 
stability. When things got tough, we knew 
exactly who was going to get it done. 
Going into this season, that's our biggest 
queria Who is it who will get the job 

lone’ 


Alabama's two returning starters are 
sophomore guards Niesa Johnson and 
Madonna Thompson. Another guard, ju- 
nior Betsy Harris, was a parttime starter 
last year and has a good deal of playing 
experience. Johnson led the Tide's “Long 
Rangers,” its crew of nation-leading three- 

int shooters, Johnson, the SEC's 

‘reshman of the Year, averaged 16.3 
points, 7.1 rebounds and 5.0 assists 
game her freshman season. She started in 

9 of Alabama's 30 games, missing one 
nod when Moody disciplined her for arriv- 
ing a few minutes late for a practice. 
Thompson started in 17 games and aver- 
aged 5,8 points. She, too, can hit from 
long range, hitting 34 per cent of her 
three-point shots last season. 

Harris was Alabama's third-leading scor- 
er last year with an 11.0 points per game 
average. She is a 78 per cent free throw 
shooter. Twelve-game starter at guard, 
Melissa Del-Valle, is back for her senior 
season. She transferred to Alabama last 
year and made an immediate impact, hit- 
ting 80 per cent from the free throw line, 
leading the SEC in steals, and averaging 
6.1 points and 2.1 assists per game. 
back is sophomore forward Marlene 
Stevenson, who, after overcoming a bro- 
ken finger that postponed the start of her 
college athletics career, played in 23 
games and averaged 4.3 points and 4.2 
rebounds per contest. Stevenson hit 50 

ert cent of her shots from the field. 

orward Leslie Claybrook returns for her 
senior season after averaging 3.5 points 
and 3.2 rebounds per game in 1992. Also 
returning is junior guard Camillia 
Crenshaw, who averaged 1.9 points. Carla 
Koonce, who missed last season after 
under going knee surgery, will be a sopho- 
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more, She averaged 1.6 points and 1.5 re- 
nouns per game as a true freshman in 


Alter’ 's recruiting class is considered 
fo be its best ever. It is highlighted by 
the national High School Player of the 
Year, forward/center Yolanda Watkins, 
and her classmate from Decatur High 
School, Shondra Fuller, who was the 
Alabama 6A Tournament Most Valuable 
Player. 

Transfer Sharrona Alexander, the cousin 
of Tide football star Antonio London, 
comes in after averaging 19 points and 
8.4 rebounds at Okaloosa. 

The Alabama Private School MVP, for- 
ward Sarah Smith, comes to Alabama via 
Shela Academy. 

And the newcomer class is rounded out 

y the Tide's first overseas recruit, Aycan 

feniley of Turkey. She is a guard who 

went eight-for-eight from three-point 

range in four consecutive games for 
Turkey's national team last year. 


s the men, the Alabama women begin 
ractice November 1. “Having not 
stepped on the practice floor, I cant tell 
you how far this team could go,” Moody 
said. “At this point I don’t know our po- 
tential. Hopefully, after two or three weeks 
of practice, I'll ave a better definition of 
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our capabilities. Regardless of where the 
player comes from, when she steps on our 
practice floor things change-the intensity 
level and so forth, The work we do in two 
hours and 15 minutes each day is demand- 
ing. If people don’t respond in a positive 
way, then we won't be as good. If they do 
rosnond, that will tell me we have some 
pretty good athletes. I think we have some 
exceptional athletes now. But it will be my 
challenge as head coach to define roles, to 
get them to play those roles, and to form 
them into a unified team. If I'm successful 
in doing that, we can be good. If we are 
good, it will be because of the players. If 
we are not, it will be because of me. 

Moody said the players are ideal for im- 
plementing the racehorse style of play that 
is Alabama's women’s basketball trade- 
mark. Triple digits will again be the goal of 
the three-point shooting and strong inside 
attack offense. 

“When you talk about leading the nation 
in scoring, people think you just run out 
there and shoot the basketball without 
guarding anyone. That’s not the deal at 

e University of Alabama. A lot of our 
offense is predicated upon our defense. I 
don’t know that we played defense as well 
as I'd have liked to last year. That cannot 
be answered by number of points per 
game, because | realize the other team is 
going to score a lot of points. When you 


have as many possessions as there will be 
in an Alabama game, then there are going 
to be a lot of points scored by both teams. 
But I do believe I can do a better job of 
teaching people what we want to accom- 
plish on the floor. We are going to play 94 
feet of pressure defense 

Alabama's ape n begins December 1 
with an exhibition game against Athletes in 
Action at 5 p.m. fhe men's team follows 
with its game against Wichita State.) The 
schedule is highlighted by the Tide's own 
Shoney's Classic on December 18-19, and 
tournament trips to Louisiana Tech and St. 
Joseph's in Philadelphia. The women's 
conference schedule includes a single con- 
test against the 11 other schools. Alabama 
hosts Tennessee, Vanderbilt, Ole Miss, 
Arkansas and South Carolina’ and travels 
to Auburn, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi 
State, LSU and Kentucky. 
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Prep Prospects: 


State Has Top 


by Tommy Deas 


Tucker, Kitchens rank 
among best in nation, 
head skill players in state 


ne was completing high school pass- 

es as a 13-year-old seventh-grader. 
The other fancied himself a future tight 
end or running back until junior high 
school. 

Now they combine to give the Class of 
'93 something the state of Alabama 
hasn't seen in too many recruiting classes 
in recent memory-two nationally-ranked 
quarterback prospects. 

Lance Tucker of Fayette County and 
Freddie Kitchens of Attalla Etowah will 
have different skills to offer college coach- 
es, but by any measure each ranks among 
the top ten prospects in the state. 

Barring injury in the second half of his 
senior season, Tucker will have competed 
in at least 70 prep games by the time his 
high school career is over. He took over 
the starting job behind center midway 
through his eighth-grade season and has 
started every contest since. 

“T've always said you can't coach speed 
and athletic ability,” said Tucker, who has 
his share of both, “but experience is the 
best thing to have. I've seen so many de- 
fenses and so many situations.” 

By contrast, the 6-3, 224-pound 
Kitchens is a relative newcomer at the po- 
sition. He became a starter as a junior, but 
hasn’t wasted any time in posting the 
numbers of a seasoned talent. In a season- 
and-a-half as a starter, he had amassed 
more than 2,100 yards passing with 22 
touchdowns and just four interceptions for 
Coach Wyman Townsel. His 4.8-second 
speed in the 40-yard dash and his passing 
accuracy (consistently above 50 percent) 
impress scouts as much as his size and 


wer. 

“Last year I did a lot of growing, mostly 
reading defenses and stuff,” he said. 
“Everybody I've talked to likes the fact 
that I'm that big and can still run. It can 
help you see somebody down field, and 
sometimes it can get pretty rough back 
there and it helps you take some shots 
and get back up.” 

Tucker, who stands an even 6-feet tall 
and weighs 175 pounds, has 4.65 speed 
and is an accurate passer up to 55 yards. 
He has the bloodlines for the position; his 
father, Coach Waldon Tucker, is one of 
the more successful high school coaches 
in the state. The elder Tucker has coached 


Lance Tucker 


quarterbacks who signed with Clemson, 
Memphis State and North Alabama, and 
still holds school records from his playing 
days as a wideout at Livingston University. 

“I've really been fortunate with quarter- 
backs,” Coach Tucker said. “I think 
(Lance)has everything but the height. If 
you've got the choice between taking a 
guy who's 6-foot or one who's 6-3 and 
they're equal, you take the 6-3. I know I 


would. 

“He's the best leader I've ever been 

pe He’s Scommpianed a lot in his 
igh school years. When I go into a game, 
I believe he can do anything.” 

The father believes in his son so much 
that he routinely gives Lance Tucker a 
chance to call plays several times each 

ame and has put Fayette County's no- 
Puddle two-minute pees completely in 
the younger Tucker's hands. 

“He lets me call a bunch of them,” 
Lance Tucker said. “I can check off any 
time I want to. We can run play in our 
playbook in our two-minute offense.” 

Midway through his senior season, 
Tucker had accumulated more than 7,000 
career passing yards with 51 touchdowns 
and 61 interceptions at 48 percent accu- 


racy. 

 Hhiichons wes ust learning the qjinrter: 
back position while Tucker was getting 
seasoned. 

“| started playing ick in seventh 
grade,” Tucker said. “I played running 
back in pee-wee football. We were out 
messing around before practice in junior 
high and I threw the ball. They were look- 
ing for a quarterback and the coach called 
me over. | like being able to control the 
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Quarterbacks 


Freddie Kitchens 


game, having all the pressure on you.” 
Kitchens’ big right arm has put him in 
control in other sports. A two-year basket- 
ball starter, Kitchens is considered some- 
thing of a pitching prospect in baseball, 
and hopes to continue with that sport in 


college. 

“I'd like to play baseball,” he said, “and I 
want to go somewhere I feel I can play, 
not necessarily as a freshman, but as soon 
as possible.” 

th quarterbacks have already passed 
academic hurdles for freshman eligibility. 
Kitchens has made unofficial visits to 
Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee and 
Georgia, and plans official visits to 
Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee and 
Washington State. 

Tucker plans to visit Alabama, Auburn, 
LSU, Tennessee and Mississippi State. 


CO} course, the two signal-callers are far 
from the only skill-position prospects 
in the state. In a year touted as one of the 
best in recent memory for line prospects, 
there are still plenty of skill players worthy 
of note. 

Recruiting activity picks up a little in 
November as college coaches can be out 
more often making contact. However, it is 
still a long time until signing day, February 
3. In 1993 teams may have only 88 play- 
ers on football scholarship. 

What follows is an alphabetical list of of- 
fensive and defensive backs, kickers and 
receivers who are most touted by scouts, 
recruiting analysts, high school coaches 
and newspaper rankings. Inclusion on the 
list does not necessarily mean The 
University of Alabama is actively recruiting 
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a prospect, only that he is worthy of 
major college recognition. By the same 
token, there are almost certainly some 
skill position players in Alabama who have 
not been discovered by these sources, but 
who are being watched by college football 
recruiters. 

Ken Alvis is an explosive two-way 
threat for Coach Shaun Bonds at 
Demopolis High School. Alvis, who 
moved to quarterback early in his senior 
season, is a 6-3, 190-pounder who could 
find himself recruited as a wideout, defen- 
sive back, or, perhaps, a basketball guard, 
where some rate him tops in the state. 
Alvis runs a 4.5-second 40-yard dash and 
has a knack for big plays. Alvis is said to 
be choosing from among Mississippi 
State, Alabama, Auburn and LSU. 

Another versatile athlete who starts at 
quarterback, Lewis Battle is an all- 
around talent for Coach Mike Parker at 
Handley High School in Roanoke. The 5- 
11, 175-pounder nuns a 4.4-second 40 
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and could find himself at defensive back or 
wideout in college. A four-year starter in 
football, basketball, baseball and track, 
Battle ran for 2,641 yards and 15 touch- 
downs before his senior season and plans 
visits to Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, 
Miami and LSU. 

Alan Behrman ranks among the 
state's top kicking prospects. The 5-7, 
150-pounder from Montgomery Jeff 
Davis High was good on 8 ofl field goal 
attempts with a long of 43 yards as a ju- 
nior, and missed just one of 34 extra 
points for Coach Charles Lee. He is able 
to reach the end zone with kickoffs 50 per 
Sart of the time. , if 

faking the tiny community of Parri 
in Walker County a recruiting stop is the 
pass-and-catch combination of Dusty 
Brunner and Kenneth Clay. Brunner is 
a 6-foot, 165-pound quarterback with out- 
standing leadership qualities, while Clay is 
a 6-2, 179-pound receiver with 4.5 
speed. The pair teamed to help Coach 
J.D. Williams to a 12-1 record as juniors. 

Jason Bowers of Tuscaloosa County 
is a standout at defensive back for Coach 
Bobby Moore. Bowers stands 6-0 and 
weighs 180 pounds, and has been clocked 
at 4.5 seconds in the 40-yard dash. 
Considered one of the best natural defen- 
sive backs in the state, Bowers is reported- 
ly looking hard at Alabama, Mississippi 
State, Tennessee and LSU. 

Chris Cummings of Dothan High 
School is a 6-1, 180-pounder who has 
fastest 100-meter track time (10.2 sec- 
onds) in state high school history. The 
wideout for Coach Bobby Devane runs a 
4.4-second 40 and is a deep threat who 
can burn an defender with his speed. 

Kevin Drake of Gardendale High 


School turned in a fine junior season and 
is considered a sleeper at quarterback. 
The 6-1, 185-pounder played for Coach 


Jason Bowers 


Alan Behrman 


Alan Pridmore, and runs a 4.7-second 40- 
yard dash. Vanderbilt, Alabama, Auburn 
and Florida are said to be among the 
schools interested in his services. 

Anniston High School’s Mondreka 
Hendrix is a split end and cornerback for 
Coach Rodney Bivens who caught 17 
passes for 379 yards and five touchdowns 
as a junior to go with 20 catches in his 
freshman and sophomore years. The 
cousin of former Auburn player Rickey 
Murray has already passed academic re- 
quirements and hopes to visit Georgia, 
Auburn and Vanderbilt. Hendrix runs a 
4.5-second 40-yard dash, stands 6-1 and 
weighs 165 pounds. 

Joe Jackson joins teammate Chris 
Cummings as another swift prospect for 
Coach Bobby Devane at Dothan High 
School. Jackson is a 5-11, 205-pound 


Kenneth Clay 
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Terry Jones 


fullback and linebacker. The three-year 
starter is a solid student and the strongest 
player on his team. He is liked for both 
his running and blocking, and could end 
up at fullback somewhere if he continues 
to grow. He is considering visits to Florida 
State, Mississippi State and Tennessee. 
He is also a top athlete in track and field, 
has a 4.6-second 40-yard dash time, and 
is an honor student. 

Leadership is one of the top qualities of 
Todd Jenkins, a 6-2, 185-pound quar- 
terback for Coach Paul McAbee at 
Albertville High School. Scouts like his 
strong arm and 4.8-second speed in the 
40-yard dash. 

‘erry Jones of Huntsville Lee High 
School, was a 1,000-yard rusher as a ju- 
nior for Coach Butch We leaver. The 6-foot, 
185-pound running back has speed and 


Lane Lawrimore 


ACCLAIMED VIDEOS 


“Bowl, Bama, Bowl” & “The Legacy Lives’’ 


They have received grand reviews 
throughout the state of Alabama. 
Excerpts from them have been 
shown on regional television pro- 
grams and on The SportSouth Net- 
work. Without doubt, BOWL, BAMA, | 


BAMA 
BOWL, 


af Mi LEGACY LIVES: peng 
Memories of Paul “Bear” Bryant 
(105 minutes) are high-quality video 
tapes that a Crimson Tide fan will 
cherish. 
Both tapes feature colorful reflec- 
tions from the players and coaches 
who developed a proud tradition. 
Original music and interesting film 
footage make them complete. 


For instance, from BOWL, BAMA, BOWL: 
. - Hoyt “Wu” Winslett, Fred Sington and Young Boozer discuss Rose 
Bowl appearances under Coach Wallace Wade. Jeff Coleman shares memories 
from all bowl games. 

. . » Harry Gilmer explains the magic he produced in the Sugar Bowl and 
the Rose Bowl. Tommy Lewis offers previously unheard remembrances of the 
1954 Cotton Bowl, the game in which he ran from the sideline to tackle a Rice 
running back. And he also talks about the Coach Harold “Red” Drew Era. 

. . « Superstars and staff members from the Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Era 
address his inspirational ways and their experiences: Billy Neighbors, Kenny 
Stabler, Major Ogilvie, Jim Goostree and others. 

. . « Tales from the Modern Era under Coaches Ray Perkins, Bill Curry and 
Gene Stallings cap a colorful story written by Al Browning, author of the book, 
Bowl, Bama, Bowl. 

From the 1926 Rose Bowl through the 1991 Blockbuster Bowl, BOWL, BAMA, 
BOWL is a masterful keepsake, a superb addition to any Crimson Tide library. 


BOWL, BAMA, BOWL costs $39.95, including taxes, postage and 
handling. 

Also, Five Points South Productions is offering BOWL, BAMA, 
BOWL and THE LEGACY LIVES at a special price, $68.90, including 
taxes, postage and handling. 

THE LEGACY LIVES can be purchased for $34.95, including taxes, 
postage and handling. 


Mail to: 


copies of Bowl, Bama, Bow] at $39.95 ea. Five Points South 


Please send 


P.O. Box 55425 
Birmingham, AL 35255 


Phone (205) 930-0176 


Please send copies of The Legacy Lives at $34.95 ea. 


Please send copies of Both Videotapes 


at $68.90 combined 


My check or money order for $ is enclosed 


Name 


Address 
City St Zip 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE... ALLOW TWO WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 
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Mike McGill 


quickness (4.5-second 40) and is consid- 
ered among the state's most explosive in 
the open field. Huntsville watchers say he 
is the city's best runner since Chris 
Anderson three years ago, and most rate 
him among the top 10 prospects in the 
state. Academics are a question mark for 


Neck Sizes 14‘? 22 © Sleeve 32-38" 
Downtown Tuscaloosa 

Toll Free 1-800-643-1208 

8 AM- 6 PM Monday - Saturday 

VISA / Mastercard accepted 
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Rodney Orr 


Jones, who plans visits to Auburn, 
Georgia, Tennessee and Clemson. 
artselle High School’s Lane 
Lawrimore rates among the top fullback 
prospects in the state and is a solid 
linebacker as well. The 6-2, 205-pounder 
mixes power and speed (4.48-second 40) 


No One. 


Well say it again. No one has the variety 

of shirts you'll find at The Shirt Shop. 

‘And no one (those words again) 

has a better price on those top quality shirts. 
ooo 
Superfine Pinpoint Oxfords in buttondown, 
Windsor and tab dress collar... $34.50 
TIX® Pinpoint 


Troy Guild Handmade Pinpoint $55 


Eric Reese 


for Coach Don Woods. A track and field 
standout as a runner, jumper and thrower, 
Lawrimore hasn't narrowed his college 
choices. Scouts rate him a sleeper. 

Wideout prospect Shawn Martin 
hauled in 66 passes for more than 1,100 
yards as a junior for Coach Jack Clayton 
at Vincent High. The 5-10, 175-pounder 
has 4.5 speed and good hands. 

It seems that every year Alabama plays 
a football game against a team with a top 
player everyone thinks the Tide could 
have signed. One day that player may be 
Mike McGill of Hartselle High, a team- 
mate of Lawrimore and highly-recruited 
lineman Keith Long. The 6-foot, 170- 
pound wideout has drawn attention from 
mid-major colleges and could bloom into a 
major college darkhorse by year's end, but 
it seems unlikely Bama will be going after 
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Terrence Samuel 
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darkhorse prospects this year. McGill 
caught 22 passes for 430 yards and nine 
touchdowns in first five games of senior 
year, twice catching three touchdowns in a 
game, and he has 4.6 speed. 

Running back Jimmie Morris of 
Jackson High School wasn’t his team’s 
leading rusher as a junior because of nu- 
merous minor injuries, but figures to land 
a big-time scholarship with a big senior 
season for Coach Danny Hayes. The 6-1, 
190-pound prospect put his 4.5 speed to 
use to the tune of more than 500 ground 
yards as a junior. 

Rodney Orr is another running back 
who could stake a claim as the state’s top 
rusher. The 6-1, 227-pound fullback and 
linebacker for Coach Tom McDowell has 
surprising 4.5 speed and can also use his 
physical advantages as a blocker. Grades 
may be a problem for Orr. 

Eric Reese is one half of the twin tan- 
dem playing for Coach Curtis Coleman at 
Birmingham Ensley. A 5-11, 180-pound 
defensive back and wide receiver, Reese is 
projected as a defensive back in college 
after making 125 tackles with two inter- 
ceptions as a junior. Also a starter at 
guard on the basketball team, Reese runs 
the 40 in 4.5 seconds and can bench 
press 300 pounds. 

Derek Reese is the other Reese broth- 


Now In Pelham! 


gina’ 


“in the sticks” 


2720-A Highway 31 S. 
Pelham 


(205) 664-4755 


er at Ensley, and like Eric is a standout in 
the defensive backfield and a two-year 
starter at guard on the basketball team. 
Reese is five pounds lighter than his broth- 
er and also stands 5-11, and has a slight 
edge in speed at 4.46 in the 40. He made 
137 tackles with two interceptions as a ju- 
nior, adding 672 rushing yards and four 
touchdowns as a running back, and also 
has a 300-pound bench press. 

Coming from the school that produced 
former Alabama quarterback Walter 
Lewis, Terrence Samuel is a 6-1, 175- 


8 
CO 
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pound quarterback and free safety for 
Coach Jamie Riggs at T.R. Miller High in 
Brewton. Samuel, a two-year starter, com- 
pleted 57 of 98 passes for 668 yards and 
added 380 rushing yards as a junior to 
lead his team to the Class 4A state cham- 
pionship. He was 7 of 11 for 161 yards 
passing in the title game with 52 rushing 
yards. Samuel, who has two cousins at 
Alabama, plans to visit Clemson, Florida, 
Georgia and Tennessee. 

Demetria Shelton of Walker High in 
Jasper is a talented, versatile athlete who 


Fonest 


Davis 


YOUR INSIDE TRACK TO FOOTBALL RECRUITING 


Let nationally known 
prep expert and re- 
cruiting analyst 
Forrest Davis bring 
you the inside story 
on the efforts to 
recruit the South's 
top high school 
football prospects. 


This innovative 
recruiting newsletter 
offers you the latest 
information and 
developments in the 
highly competitive 
world of football 
recruiting as well 


* Power Ratings 


* Personal Interviews 
With All The South's 
Key Players 


* Coverage Of The 
Traditional SEC 
States Plus North 
Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia 
and Arkansas 


Prep Sports is published 
monthly August through 
April with two issues in 
January 


Subscribe today and get 
the next ten issues of 


as 


Prep Sports Recruiting 


NAME 


Sign Me Up. I Want To Subscribe! 
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ALABAMA VIDEOS 


Now you can have 


The Tide Dynasty 


(1892-1982) 


The football story of the Crimson Tide 
for only $44.50. 
And, 
you also can have the two versions of separate video 


presentations that were edited into 
The Tide Dynasty. 


Bear Bryant 


and 


We’re Number One 


for only $15 each. 
Or, order all three for only $58.90, 


a savings of $15.60! 
(Bear Bryant and We’re Number One are both 
approximately 56 minutes long, including some 22 
minutes not seen in The Tide Dynasty) 
And, 
you can also order 
Coach Frank Howard: The Living Legend 
for $24.50. 
Frank Howard, who played and coached at Alabama, 
the colorful Bard of Barlow Bend, 
was head coach at Clemson for 29 years before being 
replaced by Hootie Ingram. 


all four only $79, a savings of $20 
Shipping & Handling $2.50 for 1 or 2 tapes, $4.50 for 3 or 4 tapes 


[Total amount enclosed __ VHS ___ Beta 
|___ Check or money order — VISA — MasterCard 
\Card Number Expiration 


Signature 
| — Tide Dynasty ($44.50) ___ Bear Bryant ($15) __ We're Number One ($15) 
= 3 Tape Package ($58.90) __Frank Howard ($24.50) __ 4 Tape Package ($79) 
{Plus Shipping & Handling charges $2.50 for 1 or 2 tapes, $4.50 for 3 or 4 tapes 


| Make Check Payable To: re 
Documentary Sports, LTD ‘Y@™¢ 
c/o BAMA 
| P.O. Box 6104 (Address 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 ee Se 


Demetria Shelton 


ranks among the best receiving prospects 
in the state. Shelton caught 41 passes for 
908 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior 
for Coach Danny Gambrell, putting him 
among the top dozen prospects in the 
state on most listings. An excellent student 
with 4.4 speed, Shelton plans visits to 
Alabama, Auburn, Vanderbilt and 
Tennessee. 

Moses Stone is rated among the top 
handful of running back prospects in the 
state. The 6-foot, 195-pound cousin of 
Auburn wideout Charles Rose ran for al- 
most 1,000 yards as a junior for Coach 
Bobby Fairley at Leeds High School. 
Many project him as a sleeper who has his 
best running ahead of him. 

From the school that produced 
Alabama's Steve Webb, Stan Sullivan is 
an explosive, lightning-quick running back 


Stan Sullivan 
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Andy Swafford 


for Coach Jerry Wright at Holt High 
School in Tuscaloosa. Sullivan, who has 
been timed at 4.3 seconds in the 40, has 
been Sowed by. injuries as a senior, but ran 
for 1,250 yards and scored 117 points as a 
jpiton At 6-foot, 190 pounds, Sullivan has 

een recruited throughout the 
Southeastern Conference and drawn atten- 
tion from Southern Cal, Washington and 
Colorado, among others. 

Andy Swafford was named Most 
Valuable Player on Gadsden High's Class 
5A state championship team as a junior, 
and the 6-foot, 165-pound wideout and 
cornerback stands to add more honors be- 
fore his playing days are over. Swafford, 
who clears the 40 in 4.42 seconds, has 
passed estoy receirarnants and plans to 
visit Auburn, Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia 


and Mississippi State. He has started three 


Taurus Turner 


years for Coach Vince DiLorenzo. 

Tailback/cornerback Taurus Turner is 
the 6-1, 187-pound brother of Alabama's 
Eric Turner who plays for Coach Jer 
Elmore at Fort Payne High School. Wi 
4.5 speed, Turner ran for 750 yards as a 
junior and also made 37 tackles in the 
three games he started on defense. Turner 
hopes to visit Alabama and West Virginia, 
among other schools, 

Jimmy Williams of Gadsden High 
School is arguably the best running back in 
the state falhough no one rusher can truly 
claim that honor in this class). The 5-11, 
195-pound runner for Coach Vince 
DiLorenzo’s budding Class 5A dynasty had 
some 3,200 career yards going into his se- 
nior season, including 1,500 in a state 
championship junior year. He has 4.5 
speed, but his academic standing remains a 


Jimmy Williams 


question mark and he may first attend a ju- 
nior college. 

Leading the charge for Coach Lar 
Ferris at in High School quarterbacl 
Pat Worsham. He stands 6-2, 190 
pounds, and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.7 
seconds. Scouts like his size and strength, 
and figure him as a late bloomer if he can 
produce a big senior season. 

A number of other players around the 
state could find themselves on major col- 
lege rosters if they can play their way into 
scholarship contention with solid senior 
seasons. Among them: Shades Valley High 
running back Kuame Felton, Hazlewood 
wide receiver Michael Hill, Florence 
Coffee defensive back Rod Jones, Hewitt- 
Trussville fullback Donald Powell, 
Enterprise defensive back Randy Riley 
and Buckhorn tailback Brian Steeger. 


ANNIVERSARY 


a full review of Alabama’s national championship sea- 
sons. The Alabama Centennial Pennant will be a compli- 
ment to any Bama den, office, bedroom or RV. 
A superb gift idea and collector's item that will be cher- 
ished for years to come. 

Quantities are limited 


Alabama Centennial Pennant 
Pennant(s) @ $10.95 each .. 
illinois residents add 7% sales 


Pennants Plus is 
proud to honor 100 years of 
Alabama Football with a special 
edition commemorative pennant. 
These handsome 12 x 30 inch pennants are 
produced of fine wool in the classic collegiate 
style. The distinct design includes 


P.O. Box 1611, Barrington, IL 60011 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 
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Basketball Prospects: 


by Kirk McNair 


Hobbs first recruiting class 
probably will come mostly 
from out of Alabama 


ver the years, Alabama has relied pri- 

marily on home-grown talent for its 
basketball program. However, in the past 
few years the Crimson Tide has slowly 
evolved into a team that includes a number 
of out-of-state players, a tribute to the 
Bama program having achieved more na- 
tional stature. 

The best bet is that new Alabama Head 
Basketball Coach David Hobbs’ first re- 
cruiting effort will concentrate out-of-state, 
with the top high school players in 
Alabama being watched during their senior 
season to determine if an effort will be 
made to sign them in the spring signing 
period, which begins in March. 

The early signing period is November 
11-18, and each year the early signing pe- 
riod has become more crucial as most 
prospects elect to eliminate the recruiting 
hassle during their final high school or ju- 
nior college seasons. 

Bama is thought to want to add three 
players in the early period. 

he top high school senior basketball 
players in Alabama this year are: 

Rusty Brand is a 6-8, 205-pound in- 
side player for Coach Jeff Prince at West 
Limestone High School. Last year he aver- 
aged 18.9 points and 9.4 rebounds per 
game. 

Greg Grimsley, a 6-4, 190-pound 
wing player who was 4A player of the 
year last year for Coach Moses Knight at 
Abbeville: He averaged 31 points and 12 
rebounds per game. 

Arnell Hamilton is a 6-9, 230-pound 
center at Jackson who averaged 18 points 
and 12 rebounds per game as a junior. He 
is not yet eligible. 

Chad Jones is a 6-4 guard at Vestavia 
Hills, who teamed with current Alabama 
freshman Wade Kaiser last year to win the 
state 6A championship for Coach George 
Hatchett. 

Franklin Williams is a 6-6, 215-pound 
inside player for Coach A.L. Griffin at 
Headland. He averaged 24 points and 13 
rebounds per game as a junior, including 
scoring 50 points against powerful 
Abbeville. He also had an outstanding 
summer in various basketball camps. 

One man the Tide would have looked at 
this winter is Howard Pride, a 6-1 point 
guard at Huntsville Butler, but he commit- 
ted to Vanderbilt. 
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Tide Searching Out Of State 
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Antonio McDyess of Quitman, 
Mississippi, is head and shoulders above 
most of the competition. 

Meridian Star Photo 


ississippi may offer the best bet for 

Alabama basketball signees this year. 
Almost every recruiting service has noted 
that Mississippi has an excellent group of 
senior basketball players this year. Two of 
those have already committed. Guard 
Ronnie Henderson of Jackson Murrah,has 
announced his intention to hone his bas- 
ketball skills in college under the coachin; 
of Dale Brown at LSU. Eric Dampier, a e 
11 center at Lawrence County, is commit- 
ted to Mississippi State. 

However, there are other top prospects 
in Mississippi. Perhaps the best is 
Antonio McDyess, a 6-9, 240-pound in- 
side player from Quitman. Although he 
has been recruited by a number of schools, 
from Southern Cal in the West to 
Providence in the East, and most top bas- 
ketball schools in between, reports in 
Mississippi say it will come down to either 

bama or Mississippi State. As a sopho- 
more he was Meridian Area Player of the 
Year and last year he was second team all- 
state. As a junior he averaged 26 points, 
14 rebounds and 4.2 blocked shots per 
game. This year he is playing for a new 
coach, Sammy Smith. 

Bama is also involved with at least two 
other top Mississippi high school seniors, but 
both have been quoted as saying they do not 
expect to sign in the early period, and the 
Tide may be out of scholarships by then. 

dohnny Miller is a 6-5 guard at Forest 
Hill in Jackson who is considering 
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisville, Missouri 
and Tulane, as well as the in-state schools, 
Eric Washington is a 6-4 guard at Pearl 


0s 


who is considering Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Kansas State, Missouri and Wake 
Forest. Washington has already met aca- 
demic entrance requirements. 

There is one other potential prospect in 
Mississippi, 6-4 guard Jesse Pate at 
Jackson Murrah, but reports say he'll prob- 
ably be a late signee because of his aca- 
demic situation. 

Although two names have cropped up in 
South Carolina in connection with 
Alabama, it is possible the Tide is dealing 
with only one of the top prospects there. 
Bama, which last year signed the state's 
top prospect in South Carolina, is report- 
edly involved with this year's top prospect. 
Ray Allen is a 6-5, 190-pound wing 
guard at Hillcrest Dalzell. As a junior he 
averaged 25.5 points and 10.5 rebounds 
per game and hit 53 per cent from the 
floor, 85 per cent from the free throw line. 
He was a top 25 player in last summer's 
Nike camp. He is considered a finesse 
player, very smooth, with three-point 
shooting range, a good jumper with good 
quickness and an above average ball-han- 
dler. Reports from South Carolina say that 
Alabama, Tennessee and Wake Forest are 
his top three choices, but he is also hear- 
ing from many other schools. 

South Carolina sources also connect 
Alabama with Melvin Watson, a 6-1, 
185-pound point guard at Burke. He aver- 
aged 21 points per game last year, shoot- 
ing 53 per cent from the floor and 74 per 
cent on free throws. He has good quick- 
ness and handles the ball well, is a pene- 
trating/passing type point guard, and plays 
good defense. However, one reason 
Alabama might not be involved with 
Watson is that he plans to wait until the 
late spring signing period, and the Tide 
hopes to be finished with recruiting in the 
early period. 

bama is also reported involved with 
two high school senior basketball players 
in Jacksonville, Florida. James Collins is 
a 6-4 wing guard at Andrew Jackson High 
School. He is considering a number of 
schools, but plans to choose one with a 
strong curriculum in banking and finance. 
He also said he did not expect to sign until 
spring. Collins, who averaged 26.9 points, 
15.3 rebounds and 8.5 assists as a junior, 
was third in balloting for Mr. Basketball in 
Florida as a junior and is considered the 
leading candidate to win the award this 
ior. André Cooper is a point guard at 
letcher High School in Jacksonville, but 
Cooper is also an outstanding football 
player (wide receiver) and the school that 
signs him will probably sign him in football 
in February and allow him to play both 
sports. He averaged 17.5 points per game 
for the state champions last year. 
Also in Florida, Donnie Matthews, is a 
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high-scoring, 6-4, 180-pound shooting 
guard who has started since his freshman 
year. As a junior at Gainesville Eastside, 
Matthews averaged 19.5 points, 6.0 re- 
bounds and 3.8 assists per game. As a 
sophomore he averaged 19.3 points and 
as a freshman 16.9. He is academically 
qualified. He is expected to sign early. 

Rayshard Allen, 6-7, 225, a power 
forward in Marrero, Louisiana, where he 
stars at John Ehret High School, had con- 
sidered Alabama, but recently committed 
to Tulane. 

One of the top players in the nation, 
Octavus Barnes of Wilson, North 
Carolina, visited Alabama last month. He 
is a 6-1 point guard and also a top football 
prospect. 


Ags has had very good success 
‘om the junior college ranks over the 
ears. David Benoit and Latrell Sprewell 
ave gone on to the National Basketball 
Association after joining Bama from junior 
colleges. There are four junior college 
transfers on this year’s team. So it is not 
unlikely the Tide might again reach into 
the two-year colleges for help. 

No fewer than three junior college play- 
ers have been identified as having an inter- 
est in Alabama. 

Artie Griffin is a 6-5, 185-pound guard 
at South Plains Junior College in 
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Leveland, Texas, where he was all-confer- 
ence as a freshman for Coach Ron 
Mayberry. He was named to the national 
junior college all-tournament team as he 
was the second leading scorer in the tour- 
nament (to 1991 Bama signee Shon Peck- 
Love). He averaged 15.4 points, 5.8 re- 
bounds and 3.5 assists per game playing 
both guard spots and his coach said he is 
an excellent offensive and defensive player. 
As a prepper at San Antonio Lee High, he 
was the state’s second leading scorer with 
a 29.8 points per game average. He is 
also considering Oklahoma, Texas and 
Tennessee. 

Jamal Johnson is a 6-8, 222-pound 
power forward at Pensacola (Florida) 
dunior College. He is originally from St. 
Louis, Missouri, and is being recruited by 
most of the nation’s top basketball 
schools. He has visited Alabama and 
Miami. “He can play 3, 4 or 5 (either for- 
ward or center),” his coach, Bob Marlin, 
said. “He's very athletic, a good shooter 
and rebounder. They say he’s the best in 
the country.” Marlin said Johnson may not 
sign in the early period, but that “Jamal is 
impressed with Coach Hobbs.” Johnson 
averaged 16.6 points, 8.3 rebounds and 
2.0 assists per game and had 52 blocked 
shots last year in earning all-conference 
and all-state honors. 

Eric Williams is a 6-8, 210-pound for- 
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ward at Vincennes (Indiana) Junior 
College. Last year he led his team to 
fourth place in the nation with impressive 
17.5 averages-17.5 points and 17.5 re- 
bounds per game. He had his best games 
in the big games for Coach Dan Sparks. 
As a prepper at Malcolm X. Shabacz High 
in Newark, New Jersey, he was Newark 
Player of the Year and all-state as he led 
his team to the state championship, aver- 
aging 24.2 points and 18.6 rebounds per 


game. 

There have also been reports that Bama 
might be interested in 6-3, 220-pound 
wing guard Maurice Morris of Sullivan 
dunior College in Kentucky. However, he 
will not sign early. 


O: the women's side, Alabama Head 
‘Coach Rick Moody has signed the na- 
tional high school player of the year the 
past two years (Niesa Johnson and 

olanda Watkins). This year one of the na- 
tion's top girls’ high school players, 
Konecka Drakeford of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, a 5-9 point guard, includes 
Alabama on her list. She was an All- 
America candidate after her sophomore 
year, but missed last season with a knee in- 
jury. As a sophomore she averaged 44 
points and 17 rebounds per game. She is 
also considering North Carolina, Virginia, 
Penn State and South Carolina. 


IN BUSINESS AS IN SPORTS, THE 


SECRET TO SUCCESS IS A GOOD 
GAMEPLAN AND TEAMWORK. 


IT TAKES MORE THAN LUCK TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS, IT TAKES A STRONG 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE GAME, STRATEGY, SKILL, HARD WORK AND, 
ABOVE ALL, SPIRIT. CAPSTONE DATA SERVICES HAS BUILT ONE OF THE 
SOUTHEAST'S STRONGEST COMPUTER NETWORK SUPPORT SYSTEMS WITH 
JUST THIS KIND OF ABILITY AND CAN-DO ATTITUDE. FROM DESIGN TO 
IMPLEMENTATION TO FOLLOW-UP, CAPSTONE DATA SERVICES SPECIAL- 
IZES IN PROVIDING BUSINESSES WITH SOLUTIONS. IT IS WHAT TRULY SETS 
US APART AND KEEPS US IN THE FOREFRONT OF OUR FIELD. AND IT's. 


HOW WE'LL HELP YOU STAY AHEAD OF THE GAME TOO. 


COMPAL NNOVELL 
—— CGO AUTHORIZED RESELER 
SALES * SERVICES * SUPPORT 


CAPSTONE DATA SERVICES, INC. 


406 20TH AVENUE P.O. BOX 2168 * TUSCALOOSA, AL 35403 
(205)991-5002 © (800)628-0651 #(205)345-5433 
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Schedules of Alabama’s ’92 Opponents 
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"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER "92 


pet) 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
+ Full color magazines 


with features on the stars 
and stars-to-be 

* Newsletters with the 
story behind the story 

of each football game 

* The best in recruiting 


information 


* The Alabama tradition 


remembered 


* Coverage of all 
Crimson Tide sports 


PLEASE SEND ME 
ONE YEAR (24 ISSUES) 
OF ’BaMA 


FOR ONLY $35.00 
10 Magazines August-May 
14 Newsletters 


GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
Total amount enclosed for subscriptions. 
Alabama residents add $2,00 sales tax each subscription 

|__ Payment Enclosed __ MasterCard __ 
Bank Card # Exp. Date 
ISignature 
PLEASE PRINT 
tro: 

Name 
lAddress Phone 
City State ZiP 
GIFT TO: 

Name 
Address Phone 
City State ZIP 
GIFT FROM: 

Name 
Address Phone 
City State ZP 
IMake check payable to: "Bama Magazine 

P.O, Box 6104 


i 
1 
1 
{300 


Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Doug Layton says, ) 
4You May Never Play On, The Field, 
But You Can Sure Sit On-The Bench!” 


Join inthe fh and 
Celebration of our 


tial year with 


Official” 
Bama Bench! 


natural cedar bench, is 
perfect for a variety of 
places, indoors 

or out ... Home 

or Busine: 


Just remember, on 
game day front yard 
the best 


Doug Layton, well know sports broadcasting personality, shown with two person, no maintenance, “Official Bama Bench.” Photo by Chuck King 


For Fast Service 
—____Call Now! __ 
1-800-676-4552 Cashiers Check or Money Order Enclosed for $ 


BS 
i 
I 
I 
I 
i 
i 
I 
I 
ae eee I 
24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week 1 Payable to: Cedar Pro, Inc, W.232 $.7250 Woodland Lane, Big Bend, WI 53103 
Use your VISA or Mastercard 1 Charge to: VISA] Mastercard O 
| 
| 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
i 
1 
I 
I 
r 
I 
1 
! 


YES! I Want To Support The Tide! 


Please UPS me 
Add $1 


Bama Bench(s) at $199 per bench 
yer bench for shipping and handling 
Wisconsin residents add 5'/:% sales tax 


econ Expiration Di ye 
ONLY $199” 


Print Name. 
Add $12 per bench for shipping and handling 
Wi 


as it appears on credit card 


in residents add 5'/:% sales tax 


SHIP TO: 
For Faster Service 
Fax order 1-414-662-2808 


Great Gift Idea! 
Order More Than One! 


Allow 4 weeks for delivery 
‘Shipped UPS (KD) & 


Name 


Street Address (delivery cannot be made to P.O. box) 


